Dictionary labels
Match the dictionary labels with their definitions.

an or o

British 1 Not used in everyday speech or writing.

American 2 Used in American English, but not in British English.
formal 3 Used commonly in speech, but not in writing.
informal 4 Used in British English, but not in American English.

Use an appropriate label from Exercise 1 as a heading for the

word lists (1-3).

1 2 3

sweels guy alight
pavement nerd beverage
rubbish bin refrain

Check your answers in the dictionary extracts.

Work with a partner. Decide what each notice means and where you

;Iqht see it. Use the diﬂim‘;‘r extracts to help you.
E 4

B n o e

Foot passengers please disembark via the steps at the front of the ferry
All cyclists must dismount here

The use of calculators is not permissible

Do not alight from the train whilst it is still in motion

Write less formal versions of each notice.

a

Flease don't use your calculator

4 Rewrite these sentences in American English.

a

e an o

Last year, | took my holiday in the autumn.

Last year, | went on vacation in the fall

We keep our rubbish bin on the pavement in front of our house.
| never eat sweels or biscuits between meals.

I get angry with lorry drivers who go too fast on the motorway.
There's a postbox near to the Underground station.

Are any of the sentences true for you?

5 Check your own dictionary. What kinds of labels does it use?

alight? /sTast! verb [ lormad o et
ol & train, bus, or other vohicle

autumn stom/ noun [CAU] Britah
fall

beverage bovinhndy/ noun [C]

formal a drink

biscuil MMuskit’ moun [C] Britst

ool ie

disembark | diumbark ! et [
foermmad 1o gt ol 2 shup or plane

dismount dis'maont/ vert (1]
formal o pot off a borse or a el

Quy za moun [C] ##& miormal a

e

highway hai wew' nown |G} * =
wide rossd that b boon buill G faa

traved between binvns and cilics

holiday “hals dei/ noun [CAU] sk
Hritreh o vacalom

lorry Flaril noun jG] British & treck

motorway /moutarwed noun jC]
Britesh o lorpe highway

nerd fnard’ noun JC] inforrmsal
somcone who is boring and ot
faslnmable

pavement /poivmant! noun |G
Brirsh g sdewalk

permissible /por'musab(a)l/ adj
fowrmad i sommcthing s pormissible,
voss e allowed o dao il

parsons Spars{ajne’ nou [C]
fowrmad the pharal of person is peogele,
beiat i Pormmal of odNicial laiguage e
Form porsins is wsod

postbox /poust baks/ noun [C]
Hritmh @ mailbox

purchase' "partfau verd [1]
fowrrmad b by st hing

Ewenr mEEE Ed R RAE A gy rw e ame

shop yourscll From doing something

rubbish bin /tabif bin/ noun |C]

British rash can

sweels /swils/ noun [C] Beitish
camly

Underground, the
'1mi:tr,gr:mud.' noun [singular] Bratvsh
the subsway
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