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= The passive of an active tense is formed by putting the verb to be into
the same tense as the active verb and adding the past participle of the
active verb.

= The subject of the active verb becomes the 'agent’ of the passive verb.
= The agent is very often not mentioned.
To
Active : We keep the butter here.
Passive The re.
Active : They broke the window.
Passive The

Active : People have seen wolves in the streets.
Passive A the street

= When it is mentiened itis preceded Wlth by and pleced at the end of the
clause. eg. free was planted by n




TENSE/VERB FORMS ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE |

Simple present keeps is kept

Present continuous is keeping is being kept

Simple past kept was kept

Past continuous was keeping was being kept
Present perfect has kept has been kept

Past perfect had kept had been kept

Future will keep will be kept
Conditional would keep/ would be kept

Perfect conditional would have kept would have been kept
Present infinitive to keep to be kept

Perfect infinitive to have kept to have been kept

Present participle/gerund keeping being kept

Perfect participle having kept




= Past Progressive :
The board was j the issue
The issue was | | (by the board)

= Present perfect simple :
Tourism has | I many countries

Many countries hz : d by tourism.

= Past Perfect:
He had deli
The letter |

* Future simple :
The government will launch a new social security program

A new social security program will be launched

« Future with be going to:
The company is going fc | a power plant
A power plant is io be built by the company

* Modals:
We will (should/can/ must) choose a new representative.
A new representative will (should/can/ must) be




= When we don
action, as in:

(People suspect himof . . )
: k. (People suppose that they are
living . .)
= When the subject of the active sentence would be the indefinite pronoun one:
Active One sees this sort of advertisement everywhere
Passive : TI
= When we are more interested in the action than the person who does it:
The house next door h bought (by Mr. Jones).
If, however, we know Mr. Jones we would use the active;
Mr Jones, ha: 1ht the house next door




= The passive of continuous tenses requires the present continuous forms
of to be:

Active : They are repairing the bridge.

Pe e : The bridge

Active : They were carrying the |nJured player off the field.
e : The injured player off the field.

. Other continuous tenses are rarely used in the passive, so that
sentences such:

I and
[ , are not normally put into the
passive.

= However, when changed to passive the pattern is similar to those of
simple tenses:




= Auxiliary + infinitive combinations are made passive by
using a passive infinitive:
Active . You must/should shut these doors.
:These doors n

Active : They should/ought to have told him.

(perfect infinitive active)
: He s to |
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= Verbs of liki g etc. + object + infinitive form their
passive with the passive infinitive:
Active : He wants me to take photographs
Passive: H

= With verbs of co I/rec n + indirect object +

infinitive we form the passwe by using the passive form of the main verb:
Active : He invited me to go.
Passive:

= But with > + indirect object + infinitive +
object we can form the passive in two ways: by making the main verb
passive, as above, or by advise etc. + that, should + passive infinitive:

Active : He u the Council to reduce the rates.
Passive : The 1cil was/were ul to reduce the rates, or
He urged t!




infinitive + object are usually expressed in the passwe
as:

Active :Hed | to sell the house.
Passive : He decided

gerund + object are usually
expressed in the passive : I, as above:

Active : He using bullet-proof glass.
Passive : He recommended {l

= [t/They + need + gerund can also be expressed by it/they + need +
passive infinitive. Both forms are passwe in meaning:

The wall nee  or The wall n

= Other gerund combinations are expressed in the passive by the passive
gerund:

Active : | remember them taking me to the Zoo.
Passive : | remember & 2n to the Zoo.
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The first of these is much the more usual, i.e. the indirect object usually
becomes the subject of the passive verb.

= Questions about the subject of a passive verb are also expressed by an
affirmative:

Something was done. ~ What v
One of them was sold. ~ Which of them v

* |nterrogative verbs in active questions may become affirmative verbs in passive
questions:

What did they steal?(interrogative)
What w ?(affirmative)

= Note, however that, when the question refers to the agent, an interrogative verb
IS necessary:

Who painted it?(affirmative)
it pai 1y ?(interrogative)




* When a verb + preposition and object combination is put into the
passive, the preposition will remain immediately after the verb;

Active : We must write to him.

Passive: He must be

Active :You can Qy with these cubs quite safely.
Passive: These cubs c 1 quite safely.
= Similarly with verb + preposmonfadverb combinations:
Active : They threw away the old newspapers.
Passive: The old newspapers Irown a

Active : He looked after the children well.

Passive: The children were well looked af




= The agent in a passive sentence is mention when it is important or
necessary, as in:

The Hardian Wall was built b
Di Bawah Bendera Revolusi was written | N
= In most cases, however, the agent are not mentioned. These are due

to some reasons:

1. Unknown agent

Ex. N n.

In this case, there is no point in adding an agent 'by somebody'.
2. Generalized agent

Ex. E '




3. Obvious agent

Ex. The murderer h I (weassume by the police)

. Unimportant agent
Ex. |
. Impersonality

Using the passive is a way of avoiding the naming of a specific person
who is responsible for an action.

Ex. It

In descriptions of processes, there is emphasis on the actions
performed rather than on the people who perform them.

Ex. Th




= After acknowledge, assume, believe, claim, consider, estimate, feel, flhd
know, presume, report, say, think, understand, consider efc.

= Sentences of the type People consider/know/think etc. that he is . . . have
two possible passive forms:

Ex. Active : People believed that he had useful information
Passive: It

= After suppose

in the passive can be followed by the present infinitive or
peﬁec:t infinitive of any verbs, as in:
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= Infinitives placed after passive verbs are normally full mﬂmtlves
Active : We saw them go out. Passive : They w
He made us work. We w

= let, however, is used without to:
Active :They let us go Passive : We were let go.

= The continuous infinitive can be used after the passive of believe, know,
report, say, suppose, think, understand:

People believe/know/say/suppose/think that he is living abroad. _
= You should be working.
= The perfect form of the continuous infinitive is also possible:
H ' > = People believed

You should have been
working.




