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(€ Jhe designer micro-house
35 Italian architect Renzo Piano is famous for designing Europe's
tallest skyscraper, the Shard in London. Now he has gone to the
other extreme: he's designed the smallest house possible. It's just
two and a half by three metres and can be carried on a lorry.
The interior is divided into two halves. There’s a living room in
the front with a sofa and folding table. At the back of the house,
there's a small kitchen with a cooker and [ridge, a shower and a
toilet. It's really energy-efficient, with solar panels on the roof
and a container to collect rainwater, so the house is incredibly
cheap to run. The house is called ‘Diogene’, named after the Greek
philosopher Diogenes who rejected luxury by living in a large
ceramic jar! The Diogene is currently on display in Germany. And
at just £17,000, this designer house isn't as expensive as many

Gregory Kloehn is a sculptor with a difference. Not
only are his sculptures created from bits of rubbish,
but each of his unique creations offers a homeless
person somewhere to live.

5 Gregory works in California, where there are a lot of
people living on the streets. Each of his sculptures is
no bigger than the average sofa, but the tiny, one-
roomed shelters are as wonderful as mansions for a
person who is sleeping rough.

Gregory searches on rubbish dumps to find pieces to
use. A washing machine door is as good as a normal
window. A fridge door can make a fine front door,
and has useful shelves on the inside. And each home
is on wheels so that it can be pushed around easily.
15 Gregory used to make sculptures for rich people.
Now he knows that his creations really make a
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difference to people’s lives. And he has also inspired
ather people to start building.
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Build your own ting home
If you wanted your own house, would you build it yourself?
Some Americans are now building miniature homes for
themselves in order to live more cheaply and in a more
ecological way than usual. And with wheels on their home,
they can go anywhere! Part of the fun is making it yourself -
even if you don't know how.

‘Most people who are interested in tiny houses don't have
any building experience,” says Ryan Mitchell, founder of
TheTinyLife.com website, who organises conferences for
interested people, and one of the conference speakers is
Dee Williams, who has been living in her cosy wooden
home since 2004. She wishes that more help had been
available then. ‘I didn't know anyone else who was building
a little house at the time, anywhere,’ she says. Now you can
find thousands of instructional videos on YouTube, if you
want to make your own!
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family cars, so a lot of people are interested in it.
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(] Well-contained housing

If you heard that they were putting homeless people into
shipping containers, you might be shocked, But that's
exactly what is happening in Brighton, England.

The Brighton Housing Trust has been inspired by a
similar housing estate in the Netherlands. It is developing
36 studio flats in the town centre, using old shipping
containers. The flats will have a window at each end

and a toilet and shower room in the middle. On one side
there'll be a kitchen and small dining table, and on the
other side a living room with a sofa bed.

At 24 square metres, they are smaller than a shared room
in a homeless hostel. But they are much more desirable
and certainly spacious enough for one person. They

are also stackable. The containers will sit on top of one
another with stairs connecting them. And in future, if
somebody wants to move them, they can simply pick
them up and take timgtq TEWIOR K u
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