Part 1: Read the Story.
Maya’s English Experience

Five years ago, Maya moved to Canada with her young children. They couldn’t speak English. Her children
started school and learned English very quickly. Maya didn’t study English and could just say basic,
common sentences. She only understood people who spoke very slowly and used simple language.
Maya felt very frustrated. She heard about an evening English program at a local community center.
She enrolled and began to study. At first, she couldn’t understand or say very much. But slowly she
got better. She was excited when she went shopping and could have short conversations with the
cashier. Her kids were also excited. They could talk to her in English.

Today Maya’s English is pretty good. She can talk to friends and neighbors. She watches TV and can
understand a lot of it. Maya and her kids speak to each other in both English and their native
language. She can switch back and forth very easily. Maya encourages friends to take classes. She

says, “Don’t worry. Try it for a few months. You can do it!”

Part 2: Underline all the verbs with could, couldn’t, and can. Rewrite the sentences using a form of be able
to.
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