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1  Work in groups. Discuss the questions.
1 Howoften do you go to the theatre?
2 Do youlike watching plays? Have you got 3 favourite play?
3 Are there any famous playwrights from your cowntry?

2 a Work in pairs. Read the title of the article. What reasons do
you think the writer gives?

b Read the article guickly and check your ideas.

Diawid Petvison | Man 21 puly

Why is Shakespeare
importantin the
21st century?

iMliam Shakespeare died mare than 400 years ago,
w but hiz plays and poems are still very popular today,

and not onky in the UK. School students arcund the
world study his work and people in more than a hundred
counfries go to the theatre to watch his plays. In fact, there are
vergions of his plays in almoat every world language - including
British Sign Language, Maori, Shona and Yoruba As well as
theatre productions of his playa, there are alao many operas,
balletz, musicals and modem-day Hollywood and Bellywood
film wersions of his stories. There was even a Twitter production
of Romen and fuliet by the Royal Shakespears Company, where
the main characters told their story in 140-character cornments
or tweets.

Lo why is the work of a man whowrote 450 pears ago 20 popular
now? According to one Shakespeare expert, one reason
Ehakespeare is gtill popular is because he told brilliant stories
with really interesting characters, but also, because the things
he wrote about - lowve, friende and family - are impartant in
miodern life. We still experence the same feslings and
gituations as the characters, 2o it's easy for ws to understand
them. They help us learn about cursehnes. What could
Ehakespeare teach you?
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3 Read the article again. Are the sentences
true (T)or false (F)7

1

2

William Shakespeare wiote plays and

books. ____

‘Yo can anly watch Shakespeare’s plays at
the theatre in English.

There are ballets and operas of Shakespeare's
stories.

The Royal Shakespeare Company told one of
Shakespeare’s stories on social media.
Shakespeare’s plays are popular because the
characters are interesting. ___
Shakespeare wrote about topics that aren't
really important today.

4 a Work in pairs. Look at the photo in the article.
What do you think it shows? How old do you
think it is?

b Watch the video and check your ideas.

5 a Work in pairs. Choose the correct answers
{aorb).

1

‘Which famous people does Esme say were

bornin the UK?

a Charles Danwin, Winston Churchill and
Queen \ictona

b Charles Darwin, Winston Churchill and
Queen Elizabeth

How does Paul describe the Globe Theatre in

Shakespeare’s day?

a noisy and busy

b busy and uncomfortable

What did people do at the theatre?

a They shouted at the actors.

b They ate, drank and chatted to their friends

How much were tickets for the Gentleman's

Rooms?

a fourpence b sixpence

Which tickets were the most expensive?

a fthe Gentleman's Rooms

b the Lord's Room

What could you see from the Lord's Room?

a e back of the actors” heads

b the front of the stage

How long did it take the theatre to bum down?

a half an hour b an hour

‘What did Shakespeare do after the theatre

burned down?

a He mowved back to Stratford-upon Avon.

b He stayed in London and wrote mare plays.

b Watch the video again to check your answers.
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6  \Watch the video again. Complete the sentences with the numbers

inthe box.

1997 1613 1 400 1584 3000 1616 15 40 200,000

[

William Shakespeare was born in Stratford-wpon-Avon in
He wrote about _ _.plays, incheding Romeo and juliet,
Hamietand Mochetf

The Globe Theatre burned downin
of ane of Yhakespeare’s plays.

A new theatre, a copy of the original Globe, openedin,___

(%]

w

LR S

The original Qobe Theatre was big — about
watch a play at the same time.

m

in Shakespeare’s time, the population of London was
7 Almost
least once a month

B Itwasn't expensive togoto the Globe —ttcost______penny io

stand and watch a play.
9 Shakespeare died on 23rd Agpril "
10 Actors still perform Shakespeare's plays at the Gobe Theatre
years after he died

7 2 Work in pairs and summarise the main events of the fire.

b Watch the video from 02:58-03:32 to check your answers.

___during a performance

_people couid

Jpercent of the population went to the theatre at

9 a
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Work in pairs. Discuss the guestions.

1 What did you think was interesting in
the vidao?

2 Do you know any plays by Shakespeare?
‘Which ones?

3 Are there any old or famous theatres
where you live?

Work in groups. Write a short scene from
a play. First, choose one of the situations
below and talk about the important
things that happen. Make notes.

* anunusual weskend

= aninteresting joumey

= anunexpected visitor

= anargument between friends

Talk about what the characters say in
the scene and write their conversation.

Decide who in your group will be each
character in the scene and practise the
conversation.

Perform the scene from your play to
the class.




