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When you read a review of a boolk, film or game, which
of the following might the reviewer include? Which
information do you think is most / least important?

A their thoughts and feslings

B adescriplicn of the cover

€ peneral infarmation, &g the publisher

D whether they would recommend it

E what other people thought absout 1l

F details about the plot and characters

ftead a review from Xanthe's book blog. Which of the
things in Ex 1 does she include?

and wan the Pulitzer Prize for
fiction, it hag sold milliens
ol copbes worldwide and has
been made into a film three
Timas.

Tha Biook s sl in Cuba. i
1ells the moving story ol
Sontiago, an old fisherman whio hasnt caught a fish for
miary wieks. One day, Santiago goes out on his boat
alons and cotches & huge misdin, Hae Hights th fish for two
days before killing it and tying i 1o hin boat. On the way
horne, sharks atteck the bool. When he arrves, only bones
are laft, but everyone sees he has caught o great finh

Th mmain charsctar in Uhe
atory b Santiago, He is brave
and experienced, and very
determined. | he marlin,
which represents the aea, in
strong and sggressive, bul
the old man respects i AL
one point, he calls i brother.
The respectiul relationship
betwaeen them is the most
important part of the book,

1 lowed this book. The sfory is simgle, but the wilting is
besutiful and the book ia really entertainkng. You kearm a
lol abeout coursge and strength - it really makes you think.
My oenlly criticiam i= that it is too shartt

Al inadl, F'd definitely recomimend it Try to read it all in
one go - it's more enjoyable that way. You cerlainly wont
regret it.

Read the review again and number the things in the order
Xanthe does them.

A pives her opinion aboul the book

B describes the main characters

€ talk= about the book's author and background
O pives her recommendation

E describes the story

v

4 Complete the extracts from different reviews with the /
S

phrases below. Which points from Ex 1 do they describe?

awvery enjoyable definitely recommend  for everyone
hassold main characters makes you think

onky criticism  really loved  relationship between
setin  tells the story of  was first released

you certainky won't regret it

Mumbai and
a poor boy Irom the streets who
becomes a millionaire,

2 This game isn'l

1 This lilm is

bt I'd
it — vy = tha
cost ol some in-game purchases,
3 This pame in A1, and it
msare than 200 milicn copies,
4 The in the Tl are & father and son,
anid the s 15 vEry moving,
5| this book, not only because i1s
_ read, but alse because it really

B il ki decwde o read ths boak,

STRATEGY Using varied vocabulary

Wi oo are wiiting a revii, IE 15 impartant 10 use i
ity of wocabiulary i ks your Willing s i baresing.
L cleseriptings ardj e tives bo tallk about the plat, the
charactor and how you fesl stoul the book,

5 head the strategy above, Loak 5t the adjectivis in bald in
the text, Which anes describe ..
A the book [ plol { siory?
B the chiaraciers?

& Which group of adjectives ks a reviewer more likely to use | 4
to describee a) a book [ plot / story and b) the characters? S’
1 attraciive, clever, cold, excliing, friendly, inieresiing,
serisible, Strange
1 bonng, clever, conlusing, dithicull, esciling, snleresling,
SETATE, SUMpRsing

7 You are going to write a review of a book, 1V show, film or | a#*
video game, First, make notes about the title, the author {
director / creator and any background infarmation.
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B Plan your work.
« Use the information in Ex 3 Lo arpanise your ideas inlo five -
paragraphs labefled A-F

= [recide which usalul phrases and descriplive adjectives
160 dase

v
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9 Write your review.

v
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10 QEETERETTTTTY bid you ..

* lollow the paragraph structure?

= inchude phrases rom this lesson?
= ume avariely ol vocabulary?

* include a recommendation?
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