1 READ the artlicle about consumer societies. Notice the words in bold.

What is a Consumer Society?

A consumer is a person who buys things, and a consumer society is a society that
encourages people to buy and use goods.! Some people think that a consumer society
provides people with better lives. People in consumer societies tend to live more
comfortably. They eat a wider variety of food. They go to restaurants more often.
They also buy a lot of products, maybe more than they need.

Products such as TVs, cell phones, and computers used to be luxuries.? Today
people can buy these things more easily than ever before. The market for these goods
is growing faster all the time. Consumer societies encourage people to buy bigger and
better products. For example, “smarter” phones come out every year. In a consumer
society, people are often buying newer and more advanced products. This creates a
lot of waste. Nowadays, many people are thinking more seriously about the effects
of consumer societies on the environment, and they are trying to become more
responsible consumers.

' goods: [tems that can be bought or sold
3 juxury: something that is expensive but not necessary
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2 CHECK. Rend sach statement. Cecle Tlor fue and F i faiss.

I. Evervone agrees that consumer prochucts improve their fives. T ¥
2. These days, consumer goeds are hard 1o And h § L
3. Many people want luxury products these days. T F
4. Consumer societies help the environment, T F
3 DISCOVER. Complote the axorcises fo leam aboul the grammar in this lessan.
A Find ihese sentences in e arficle rom exercise 1, Write the missng wards,
I. Theyeata— variety of food.
2. ..., and they arc trying to become ConsEmET,

B Look of the words you wioia in swercisa A, Then circle fhe comect word fo complete sach rula,
1.

2

St g NS Fow et lorearitnn o Boaing ke bor Comyinalie a0seties

4 Complete each santence with the comct

For long /| short adjectives, put more befove the adjective to form the comparstive,

Fur long / short adjectives, add -er 1o the end of the adiective 1 form th it

REAL ENGLISH

Werds guch as o Mtk ajol much,
and nodmuch, ane often used o

quaniily eampanative adjechvas.

comparative form of the adective in parentheses. Tin is @ Ut fakor fhan Mok
Add than when necessary.

- 1

Mew cars are much _MOTe quiet than / quister than  (guie) old cars.

Do wou think money is {imporiant) good health?
. This cont |8 {nice) that one.
 Myoldlapropwasalot 000000000 (hig) miy new one.
. Gasis s Twant a (efficient) car.
. Manypeoplethinkmodernlifeis — {good) life in the past.
Co pation is a lot feasy) it was 50 years aga.

. The pollution in my citvismuch — (bad) it used 1o be,

. 1 prefer (hot) temperatures. That's why 1 love summer.

. My new sehool (s a lile (far) my old one.

Complete the senfences with the comparative form of the adverbs in parentheses + than,

1:

My niew oven works a lot —_Petter than __ (good) my old oven. It heats up
much (guick) my old oven, but it also burns food
{often) my old one!

Now that he's a manager, Gerry worksalot  __________________ (hard) he used to,

He also travels {frequent) he did before, and his trips
Jase  (long) they used to.
. People are creating garbage {rapid)

they used to. They are throwing away their old things because they can buy new goods
{easy) before. In the past, people treated their belongings
{careful) they do now.

Use the words in parentheses fo complete eoch senfence. Use the comparafive form of the
adverb and the corect form of the verb.

L

2.

This computer Works more efficiently than {work / efficiently ) that computer.

My new watch (keep time [ accurately)
my ald watch.

My sister {call / often) my brother
. My phone {ring / loudly) your phone.
. Tara (shop / frequently) Lori,
Brad {tvpe / quickly) Lynn.
Kate {sing / badly) Deb.
Lila (study / hard) Nora,
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7 Circle the corect word(s) lo complete each senfence. 8 Complete each comparison using the information in parentheses. Do not repeat the

1.

=y

My computer is more efficient than ynwfﬁg:@ sameE neun.
The white coat is warmer then / than the gray one I rina's caris bigger — thanmine 1) (my car).
. Ellen buys nicer clothes than 1 do / than 1 am. 2 Tani tnkeie bt photus i Eutheen).
. Cars are expensive, but houses are more expensive / more expensive than. 3. Miguels sult is more fashionabl (Chads st
. Does your new stereo play music more loudly than your old one was / did? 4. You finished your shapping mare quickly {she).
. Harry's motorcvele is newer than my / mine. 5. Jeffs kitchen is larger {our kitchen).
. Cho's package arrived more quickly than Kelly's did / than Kelly's was. 6. This printer prints more quickly (your printes),
. Dave is 27 years old. His sister is older than he is / than he does. i i Sl Vb R A
B. Alison studies harder (her sister).

Online Reviews: % or Yk %k?

Professor:  So, Dennis, what changes have you seen in marketing recently?

Dennis: Well, as vou know, customers love to post online reviews of products
these days. These reviews are now just as important as traditional
advertising. Maybe even more imporiant. TV advertising is as useful
as it was before, of course. On the other hand, newspaper ads' are

much less effective than they used to be.

Professor:  Hmm. That's interesting. . . . I've spoken to some marketing people
who aren’t as positive as you are about online reviews.

Dennis: Really? I'm surprised. There are certainly some concerns with
online reviews. For example, satisfied customers are less likely to
write reviews than people who have had a problem. This means
there might be more negative reviews than positive ones. But online
shoppers are wiser now. A few negative opinions are not as harmful
as they used to be. Also, the positive reviews can be as valuable as
ads. If a customer loves a product, he or she will endorse? it just as
enthusiastically® as a TV ad does!

! ad: BhOrt fOr AOVTEEMEBNT
! endorse: io say that you support or approve of someone or somsathing
! enthuslastically: to 9o something n & wiry thiat shows a lot of interest and icasmaent
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2 CHECK. Read each statement. Circle T for frue or F for false.
l. Dennis thinks that online reviews are pot very imporiant in marketing.
2, Newspaper ads used 1o be more effective.
3. Some marketing people have a negative opinion of online reviews.
4. Customers with problems are more likely to write online reviews.

5. Online shoppers won't buy a product if they see a negative review.

- M - - - o=

6. Positive online reviews aren’t very valuable.

3 DISCOVER. Complete the exercises fo learmn about the grammar in this lesson.

A look ot each phrose from the discussion in exercise 1 on page 213. Does the phrase mean

equalor noft equal? Circle the corect answer.

1. asuscful as @- not equal
2. less effective than equal | not equal
3. aren’t as positive as equal / not equal
4, not as harmful as equal | not equal
5. as valuable as equal | not equal
6. asenthusiastically as equal / not equal

4 Complete each senfence with as . . . as and the adjective or adverb in parentheses.
1. Magarine ads are _“M‘L";.L&ﬂrctmﬂntmmm ads

2 Mark plays the guitar {well) Nancy does,

3. Omline reviews are

4, Iread online reviews {carefully] he does

5. The coat was just {warm) it looked,

6. Your sofa is just {comforable) Diane’s,

7. My compuier is (Fast) the newer models,

8. He shaps online (frequently) 1 do.

(useful) asking friends about products.

5§ Use the words lo make comparisons with as . . . as.

T

Desktop computers | be / popular |/ laptops
Desktop com| are as Llar as la

. Micrownve ovens | work / well / regular ovens

. Motorcycles / go | fast | cars

. This hotel room / be / big / my apartment

. A smanphone / send messages / guickly / a laptop

- My mother / speak English / well ! my father

. Gabi / go shopping ! often / Linda

. Trains / be / comfortable / airplanes

& Complele the conversalions with less or nof as . . . as and the words in parentheses. Do not
use nof uniess it is included in the parentheses. Use than and the second as only where
necessary.

1. Anite:  The clothes in this store (1)

Jackie:  Well, that's true. It (3)

Aren't as nice as {not be / nice) they
used to be. Loak a1 this coat! It's much (2) {fashionable)

the coat | bought here last year.

(rant be / seylish), but it's also

(4} {expensive).

2. Chris: Check out this new coffer machine! It looks great! Ours

Mike: Well, it's definitely fancier than ours, but it (&)

(5 (not be { fancy) this new one.

(not be £ efficient). It (7)
(not make coffee / quickly), and the colfee (8)
(not 1aste / good),
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