Reading

Task 9023

s dusk approaches at Heathrow, Europe’s busiest amport quietens

down tor the night. Night cleaners begin their shiffs and passengers
wailing Tor delayed flighls curd up on benches in the depanture hall. One
woman, Eram Dar, has found a cosy spot on the floor next 1o a3 vending
machine, There is nothing o disfinguish her from the waiting passengers
around her, excepl that she has no passport and ficket and is in no hurry to
leove the teminal. For well over a year now, it has been her home and she
ism1 the only one. Eram is one of well over 100 poople who lve pormmanently at
Hezthrow airport.

Most peoplae would have difficulty in telling thesa permanent residents of
Heathrow aparl from the thousands of travellers thal pass through the
torminals each day. Wheeling suilcases [ull of their only belongings. they
dress in Hawalian-style holiday shirls or even business suils in order 1o give
the Immpression that they are on a business trip or Miying to 2 sunny deshination.

Eram. a middie-aged ex-law student who bocame homcless after she
could no longer pay her rent, actually considers herself fortunate to Ive in
Heathrow. She says. 71 Tked T here immediately. | have never felt lonely
because there are so many people. | dont mix much wilh the other homeless,
although they are of all ages and from every walk of life. We all recognise
each other. but | just ke 1o keep fo mysell” There are showers in every
terminal where Eram can stay dean and presenfable. She can somefimes
help herself 10 food passing by the caterers, and while away her fime reading
magazines and newspapers left behind by passengers.

Ir's difficult not 1o suspect that Eram is jus! pulting on & brave face. It's hard
fo believe she’s truly safisfied with this way of life. Once a week. she travels to
London to pick up a cheque for £60 from a charity. “The cash goes nowhere,”
sha says "Buying food at the alrport Is expensive. | dont eat anything at
breakfast because, i | do, it makes me feal more hungry.” Living In Heathrow
isn'l easy for Eram. Besides being awakened by the |angle of coins as a
passenger buys something from the machine, loud announcerments and 3
busting passengers. she has fo engage in a full-ime cal-and-mouse game
with the police and security staff. s illegal to sleep at Heathrow unless you
have a flight 1o caich, so along with the rest of Heathrow's homeless
population, Eram has o wash and change her clothes every maoming in order
fo not sland oul from the cowd and be detecied. if she is, she faces 3 night in
the cold bus leminal or worse, belng thrown out into the rain. “The builders
who work ovemight at the arport are very kind and don’1 report the home'l-ﬁﬁ:;
to the authorities,” she says. “The deanears tum a blind eye 100"

Night workers aren’t the only ones trying 1o help this unusuval group of
peopla. Broadway, a homeless charity, visits the alrport weekly fo offer the
airport’s homeless lermmporary accommodation, help fo get travel documents
for migrant workers and attempt to reconnec people with their families” But;
as a Broadway worker points oul, Tomelessness is a way of ife. H can b-ﬂ
very difficult 1o convince people 1o receive helps Lke the passengers escaping
fa sunny holiday destinations, many of Heattwow's homeless’ are also in
soarch of escape from debts, kegal problems or family responsibilities. -

The saddest fact Is that unless they ara arrested or fall Il many of
Heathrow's homeless will stay there for the foreseeable futura. 71 don't really
sl;:re a different fulure.” Eram Dar admits. "In fact, [ could be living at Heathrow

ever.”




1. What does the writer focus on in the first paragraph?
1. what Eram Dar does at night
2. what the homeless at Heathrow are like
3. how to spot homeless people at Heathrow
4. what Heathrow airport is like at night

2. Heathrow's homeless have to pay attention to :
1. their belongings.
2, their appearance.
3. their speech.
4. their behaviour.

3. What does the writer find surprising about Eram?
1. how she spends her days
2. how she became homeless
3. her attitude towards her situation
4. her background

4. What is meant by just putting on a brave face' in line 247
1. pretending to be happy
2. trying to make others feel sorry for you
3. refusing to help yourself
4. making things sound worse

5. The phrase ‘cat-and-mouse game' mentioned in line 31 refers to
1. the fact that the authorities pretend not to see Eram
2. Eram’s struggle to avoid being caught by authorities
3. the difficulties Eram faces every day to survive
4. the fact that Eram is breaking the law

6. What is Eram's attitude towards her future?
1. She is hopeful that her life will get better.
2. She expects her situation to get worse.
3. She doesn't know how to help herself.
4. She doesn't see her situation changing.

Click FINISH below




