Let's keep on Reading

“Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls”

CHOLITA CLIMBERS

MOUNTAINEERS
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nee upen a time, 3 the foot of 2 beautiful mounta:n in Balivia,
there lived a woman called Lydia Huayllas.

All her life, Lydia and her friends had cocked for mountaineers before
they set off from base camps 1o chimb the mountain, She used 10 watch
them put on their helmets, strap on thelr backpacks, tighten their boots,
and fill their water bottles. She saw the excited looks in their eyes.

Lydia and the other women did not know what it was Eke on top of the moun-
tain. Their husbands did and their sons did. It was their job 1o act as mountain
guides and porters, taking groups of dimbers safely up to the peaks and
lback down again while the women stayed at camp, in the valley.

One day, Lydia said: “Let’s go up and see for ourselves”

As the women pulled on their boots and crampons under their colorful
skirts (chelitas), the men laughed. "You can't wear cholitas,” they said. *You
have to wear proper cimbing gear”

“Nonsense,” Lydia said, strapping on her hardhat. "W can wear what we

|

like. We are the cholita climbers!”
Through snowstorms and high winds, the women climbed peak after

peak. “We are strong. We want 1o dimb cight mountains.” they said, ;_r l_:, ’ ’ \

As you read this, they are probably tramping through the snow;, the wind iﬂ} \
swirling their multi-colored skirts, filled with the excitement of seeing the \
o ol acin “BEING ON THE TOP IS WONDERFUL. \

iT'S ANOTHER WORLD." "\\
—LYDIA HUAYLLAS
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PEAK / TOP OF A MOUNTAIN

Name of person:

Quote (cita textual):

Explicacién con tus palabras:




