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You are going to read a newspaper article about exploring the occans. Seven sentences
have been removed from the article, Choose from sentences A=H the one which fits
cach gap (9-15). There is one extra sentence which you do not need 1o usc.

—

More people have travelled into space than have
dared venture into the deep ocean, The occans
cover 70 per cent of our planet, However, 60 per
cent ol (helr area is more than 1,000 melres
below the surface, a depth at which very little has
been explored. Below 200 metres there is a
strange and gloomy world where very little life
survives, This vast black world Is a
deserl, a bottomless hole. We know almasl
nothing about I,

Alistalr Folhergill has Just been down there to
make The Blue Planel. This natural hislory
documentary cost more, and took longer to make,
than any other television series belore it. 10]

Filming the mysteries of the deep

Until about 20 years ago, when these areas were |
found. all life on our planet was thought to bhe
dependent on the sun’s energy. The discovery of |
the smokers disproved that theory. ‘We now |
realise that even right down at the very bottom of |
the deep ocean there are extraordinary pockets of .
life." explains Fothergill. ‘The encrdy comes from
bacleria, that feed on sall from a rock. B | |
The most amazing of these creatures are the tube |
worms, which are aboul two metres long, as thick
as your arm, with bright red feathers. They have |
no stomach or mouth, but are completely packed
full of bacleria.’

[14] ‘But we'll be back,” he insists. ‘The

Whal Is more, at leasl ten of these sirange,
wonderful and sometimes horrific groups of
creatures were completely new to sclence.

Among the fish filmed for the first time was Lhe
Deep Sea Angler, which illuminates itsell by
bacteria in its body, and the Fanglooth, which
has teeth so large that Il can never close its
mouth. Thelr most exciting discovery. however,
was one which had never been heard of belore,
which they called the Halry Angler lish. m]
And with its huge mouth, full of sharp teeth, It 1s
therefore able to kill passing fish — even those far
larger than ltsell = and put them inlo its
expandable stomach. In (he deep occan, where
there 1s very liltle food, Ii’'s Important lo eal
whaltever Is available.

While Fothergill wenl {o a depth of ‘only 1,000
metres' o film these crealures, some specially
tralned members of his leam deseended a further
3,000 1o visit the so-called ‘black smokers’ in the

middle of the ocean. [12] |

deepest point in the ocean, at more than 12.000
metres, Is the Marianas Trench in the Pacilic.
There is slill so much to discover down there in
the depths of the sea. The giant squid, for
instance, is the size of a London bus, and has
never been seen alive.” What he would [ind even
more Lthrilling, however, would be to discover the
secrels of an even larger ocean creature.

[15] ] He explains that scientists are studying a
big population which goes up and down the coast
of California at an incredible speed of over 30
kilometres an hour, and then disappears under
the surface for long periods at a lime, However,
American biologists have finally succeeded in
attaching satellite tags to a few individuals. "We're
now gelling some exciting Information back to
suggesl thal they're heading for a place off Costa
Rica,” says Fothergill. ‘'That's where [ want to go
looking for them.’
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The features from which it gels ils name
are aclually sensors that can detect the
slightest vibration made by other
marine life nearby.

These are openings created when water
flows through cracks in the sea bed,
hits very hot volcanic rock and comes

shooting oul again.

Fothergill's most passionate ambition is
(o discover where the blue whale goes to
have ils young.

These tiny life forms, in turn, provide
food for a whole range of new’ animals.

At 1,000 metres there is permanent
darkness, where the only light is created
by the animals that live there.

Excited by these discoveries, Fotherglll
would have sent a camera down even
further, but this proved impossible.

For a long time scientists thought they
must be a completely different species
of fish.

And in filming natural history, he made

real history too, because his team found
50 species that had never been filmed

before.




