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Reading Comprehension
Before you read, can you answer questions |
Head the first paragraph to check.
1 The Olympic Games are
a 1,000 years old
b 2,000 years ald,
¢ 3,000 years old
2 ‘The Olympic Games started in
a Greece. b ltaly. «© Egypt.
3 The Qlymipac Games are named after
¢ & TIVET.

2 agod b a place

b MNow read paragraphs A—C and match the

i

highlighted words to their meaning,

races or competitions

liztle by lintle

3 money you have 1o Py when you do
somsething illegal

e

models or figures, usually of a persen

(¥}

very important and J or larpe

E

w prohibit something

people whe belong to other people
anul w-.v:k for mo ey

§ 2 place or location

9 uncovered

a siadium where horse racing
takes place

Tick (#) the sentenoe that best summarizes each
paragraph,
Paragraph A

I Cheating athletes could not compete in 1he
ancient Games,

i Cheating was stricaly pumnished in the ancient
Games

3 Only 2 few special people could compete in
the ancient Games.

Paragraph B

I The events were very limited in the ancient
Garmes

The ancient Games {ook place in rwo different
places

Fu

-

I'here were fewer evenits than today and noe

Leasm spovls,

Paragraph C

1 The ancien? Gamyes were banned bocayse
they were of a bad quality.

2 I difficult now o ingine the glory of
the ancient Games.

3 The ancient Games disappeared bun peopic
can visin the ruins 1oday.
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A Oiympic athletes had to

be male, of Greek
NatonasEy. and not SIEWES .
They promised 1o compesete in an
honourable way and to foliow
the nues but some sthietes suill
cheated i caught, they had to
pay a large JIE and this money
was usad 10 pay for Sanies of
Zeus, which were located along
the route £0 the stadiem with
the name of thee cheat on each
base To get to the stadum, the
athieves had 1o walk past 21 the
statues

Unlike the modern

Ohygmipies, wiich currently
nchudes 35 sparts and nearly
400 BWRAE  many of which are
e Sports such as football and
basketball, the ancient Games
only ncluded indradual events

| archaeclogical work finally

S TPES Of Svents Took place
in the stadium, indisding
Jump, wrestling, and baxing
There was 3lso chanot 1ading
and horse riding in the
‘hippodrome
c The Olyrepic Games
bacame a Maor sparts
event bug thve Roman Emperor
Theodeosius | finally decided to
Ban e Olymipic Games in 555
AD after mare than 1,000 years
of exstence berause he thought
they were 3 pagan cult
disappeised Snd wag forgotten
However, if the 19t centry,

revealed che ruins of Olympia
and, todiw), visitors can
apprecare Olgmpia and imagine
the padt glomny of the Games.




3 READING

a Read the amicle. Find three
advantages and three disadvantages
of being an extra.

Advantages:
It's a job you can doas well as your full time job

You meet the stars in the film
Itisn't unique
Disadvantagpes:
Itisn't well paid.
You get much recognition for your work
You have to work long hours

b- Write true (T) or false (F)

Fxtrac can meet the stars of
the films that they're in.

[

You ¢an earn 2 Il of money
being an extra

3 Pegple who look ‘normal’ get
moze work than those who
look different.

4 Extras need to be patient.
3 Extras need 1o be good-loeking
6 Being an extrais a full-lime job
Being an cxira can be hard work.
§ Exras don't get the recognition
they deserve,
¢ March the highlighted words and
phrases to the correct meaning,

| the studie or place
where a film is made

2 attractive and exciting

3 standing or sitting
doing nothing

4 normal or typical

5 pieces of useful advice

6 wanicd, liked the wdea

make a ngry

3§ 15 good or convenient
for

S0 you want 1o be.a Jilm extra?

This week we talk to Rob Martin, who has written 2 book called You
Can Be A Movie Extro, He also has a company, The Casting Collective,
which was formed in 1999, His company finds work for ‘extras’
people who want to appear in supporting roles in films or on
television. He now employs 3,000 extras.

Riob says that people who have a mone
#veiage appearance and don't stand

ut tend to get more wodk He told 1t
"Peaple who are covered in taltoos of

ane really fat or really tall are onlly cost

in more specific rles

Working as an edsa won't lead ko an
Oscar nomination but Rob nssts that o
5 & a1 form, The extrac work very
long hours and theee's 3 lot of

wating around - And then iyl
suddenly be required to dance like
crazy for a nughtcub scene, and more
obten than not they'll have to dance
withoud amy music, whech I'm sure s
wery dificultl

S0, what does i take
to be an extra?

Rob says You hawe to have a good
sense of humout and you hawe 1o be
able 10 get on with peopie. As an &xdr
s your job not 1o Bandy the stars,
who ahaarys have a lot of pressure on
themn!

One of Rob's extras, Nobako Siater, has
appeared as an extra i 4 number of

big fims, but he hasnit given up his day |

b, He sad '| have 3 fullkime b in

finance  London, but in recent paars
I've seen myself in the films Tomd
Reador, Spy Game, and Legaly Bionde!
I afl began when | fanced doing
something really different and | haays
kiced the idea of meeting Rim stars
apphed for the role of "Busnessman
weanng smart clothes’ i Tamd Rosder
and they abwously Fed my pctures
because 3 month later | was on the
filmi =8t . | only work as an extra for
about ten davs & yodr but e SUIS
s wery ‘well. 'm already lookong
foeward to seeing mysell in the ned
Hay Fofter fimr

Angther extra, Luty Walls, wams pecple
who want to be extras that the 20 5
ofien not very ZamOMous . 1 wies once
paad £100 %0 pretend to be daad for
the day, for an episode of the TV
peogramme London’s Buming'

Rob's book, which = packed weh Bips
about the film and TV ndustry stresses
that extzas have (o be prepared for
amything, He adds: Working a5 an e
doesn’t pay very well, but it's umgue
and s fun. And shough they dont
get much thanks for it, the exras are 2
maor factor i & film's success - don'l
forget that!




