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1. First computers 5. Professional sport

2. Risky sport 6. Shopping from home
3. Shopping in comfort 7. New users

4. Difficult task 8. Digging for the past

A. A group of university students from Brazil have been given the job of discovering and locating all the waterfalls in
their country. It is not easy because very often the maps are not detailed. The students have to remain in water for long
periods of time. Every day they cover a distance of 35 to 40 kilometers through the jungle, each carrying 40 kilos of
equipment.

B. For many years now, mail-order shopping has served the needs of a certain kind of customers. Everything they order
from a catalogue is delivered to their door. Now, though, e-mail shopping on the Internet has opened up even more
opportunities for this kind of shopping.

C. Another generation of computer fans has arrived. They are neither spotty schoolchildren nor intellectual professors,
but pensioners who are learning computing with much enthusiasm. 1t is particularly interesting for people suffering from
arthritis as computers offer a way of writing nice clear letters. Now pensioners have discovered the Internet and at the
moment they make up the fastest growing membership.

D. Shopping centres are full of all kinds of stores. They are like small, self-contained towns where you can find
everything you want. In a large centre, shoppers can find everything they need without having to go anywhere else. They
can leave their cars in the shopping centre car park and buy everything in a covered complex, protected from the heat,
cold or rain.

E. Not many people know that, back in the fifties, computers were very big, and also very slow. They took up complete
floors of a building, and were less powerful, and much slower than any of today’s compact portable computers. At first,
the data they had to process and record was fed in on punched-out paper; later magnetictape was used, but both systems
were completely inconvenient.

F. Potholing is a dull name for a most interesting and adventurous sport. Deep underground, on the tracks of primitive
men and strange animals who have adapted to life without light, finding unusual landscapes and underground lakes, the
potholer lives an exciting adventure. You mustn’t forget, though, that it can be quite dangerous. Without the proper
equipment you can fall, get injured or lost.

G. Substantial remains of an octagonal Roman bath house, probably reused as a Christian baptistry, have been uncovered
during a student training excavation near Faversham in Kent. The central cold plunge pool was five metres across, and
stood within a structure which also had underfloor heating and hot pools, probably originally under a domed roof.
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America’s fun place on America’s main street

If any city were considered a part of every citizen in the United States, it would be Washington, DC. To many, the Old
Post Office Pavilion serves (A) . If you are in the area, be a part of it all by visiting us — or (B) . Doing
so will keep you aware of the latest musical events, great happenings and international dining, to say the least.

Originally built in 1899, the Old Post Office Pavilion embodied the modern spirit (C) . Today, our architecture
and spirit of innovation continues to evolve and thrive. And, thanks to forward-thinking people, you can now stroll



through the Old Post Office Pavilion and experience both (D) with international food, eclectic shopping and
musical events. All designed to entertain lunch, mid-day and after work audiences all week long.

A highlight of the Old Post Office Pavilion is its 315-foot Clock Tower. Offering a breath-taking view of the city,
National Park Service Rangers give free Clock Tower tours every day! Individuals and large tour groups are all
welcome. The Old Post Office Clock Tower also proudly houses the official United States Bells of Congress, a gift
from England (E) . The Washington Ringing Society sounds the Bells of Congress every Thursday evening and
on special occasions.

Visit the Old Post Office Pavilion, right on Pennsylvania Avenue between the White House and the Capitol. It is a

great opportunity (F) , this is a landmark not to be missed no matter your age.
1. by joining our e-community

2. that are offered to the visitors

3. its glamorous past and fun-filled present

4. that was sweeping the country

5. to learn more about American history

6. as a landmark reminder of wonderful experiences

7. celebrating the end of the Revolutionary War
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«A good book for children should simply be a good book in its own right.» These are the words of Mollie Hunter, a well-
known author of books for youngsters. Born and bred near Edinburgh, Mollie has devoted her talents to writing primarily
for young people. She firmly believes that there is always and should always be a wider audience for any good book
whatever its main market. In Mollie’s opinion it is essential to make full use of language and she enjoys telling a story,
which is what every writer should be doing: »If you aren’t telling a story. you're a very dead writer indeed.» she says.

When Mollie was a child her home was still a village with buttercup meadows and strawberry fields — sadly now covered
with modern houses. «I was once taken back to see it and I felt that somebody had lain dirty hands all over my childhood.
I'll never go back.» she said. «Never.» »When I set one of my books in Scotland,» she said, «I can recapture my romantic
feelings as a child playing in those fields, or watching the village blacksmith at work. And that’s important, because
children now know so much so early that romance can’t exist for them, as it did for us.»

To this day, Mollie has a lively affection for children, which is reflected in the love she has for her writing. «When we
have visitors with children the adults always say, «If you go to visit Mollie, she’ll spend more time with the children.»
Molly believes that parents don’t realize that children are much more interesting company and always have something
new and unexpected to say.



12. In Mollie’s opinion a good book should
A) be attractive to a wide audience.

B) be attractive primarily to youngsters.

C) be based on original ideas.

D) include a lot of description.

13. How does Mollie feel about what has happened to her birthplace?
A) confused

B) ashamed

C) disappointed

D) surprised

14. In comparison with children of earlier years, Mollie feels that modern children are
A) more romantic,

B) better informed.

() less keen to learn.

D) less interested in fiction.

15. Mollie’s adult visitors generally discover that she
A) is a lively person.

B) is interesting company.

() talks a lot about her work.

D) pays more attention to their children.

16. Mollie thinks that the parents

A) are not aware of their children’s gifts.

B) overestimate their children’s talents.

) sometimes don’t understand what their children say.

D) don’t spend much time with their children.



