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Up in the sky

Aviation is the flying or operating of an aircraft. People who fly aircrafis are called aviators. Over the years there have been
many talented aviators, Percy Pilcher, an English engineer and aviation pioneer, was one of them,
In the 1890s, Pilcher built and flew a glider, a light aircrafi that flies without an engine, called the Hawk. However, his dream
was to achieve powered flight. He wanted to soar like the birds flying fast and high in the air! He built another soaring machine,
this time, with an engine.
In 1899, he was ready to make his first test flight with his powered soaring machine. Unfortunately. the engine broke. Not
wanting to disappoint the audience, he decided to fly the Hawk instead. Sadly, he crashed and died.
In 1903, two American brothers, called the Wright brothers, achieved the first powered flight. One hundred years later, in 2003,
at the time of the centenary of powered flight, a replica of Pilcher’s plane was built and flown. This exact copy of Pilcher’s

plane achieved a controlled flight of one minute and 26 seconds, longer than the Wright brothers” first flight of 59 seconds.
Tam dich:

Trén biu tréi
Hang khong la bay hodc diéu hanh mét chiée mdy bav. Nhitng nguoi ldi mdy bay goi la Phi cong. Bd co nhiéu phi cong tai gici
qua nhiéu ndm. Percy Pilcher, mot ki siur, phi cong tién phong nguoi Anh, la mot trong s6 do.

Vo nam 1890, Pilcher ché tao va lai mét chiée tau luon, mét loai mdy bay khéng edn déng co, goi la Hawk. Tuy nhién, gide
me et ong la ché tao duge mét chiée mdy bay véi déng co phéng lén manh mé. Jag muon bay wit Ién nhimg chii chim bay
nhanh va cao trén bau tréi. Ong xdy dung mot mdy bay khdc vao thai gian nay voi 1 dong co.

Ném 1899, éng thic nghiém chuyén bay ddu tién voi c6 mdy bay phong lén manh mé ctia minh. Khéng may déng co bi hong.
Khéng mudn phu long khin gid, ong quyét dinh bay chiéc Hawk thay thé. Bdng bucon thay, 6ng dd bi roi tau lwom va qua doi.
Néam 1903, 2 anh em nguoi MY, goi la 2 anh em nha Wright dat dwoe chuyén bay ¢ dong co ddu tién. Mot tram nam sau do,
vio ndam 2003, véo thoi diém ki niém 100 nam chuyén bay ¢6 dgng co ddu tién, mét ban sao ciia mdy bay Pilcher duge ché tao
va cho bay. Ban sao chinh xdc cua Pilcher nay kiém sodt dwoge hanh trinh bay trong vong 1 phiit 26 gidy, ldu hon chuvén bay

dau tién ctic anh em nha Wright 59 gidy.

Read the text and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. Percy Pilcher built and flew a Hawk glider in 1890s.
2. He made the first test flight with his soaring machine in 1899,
3. He crashed and died because his new plane’'s engine broke.

4. The Wnght brothers were successful in their first powered flight in
1903.
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The Wright brothers achieved a controlled flight, which was longer
than the fiight, a replica of Pilcher’s soaring machine made in 2003.
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