3 READING

a Read the article once and put the headings in the correct place.

A Men are better navigators than women
B Women talk more than men
. Men don't see colours as well as women

Stereotypes

supported by science

Men have a reputation for wearing clothes that don’t look
good together — if men do look good, it's because their
girlfriends or wives have helped them get dressed. Why's that?
Science says: Let's take a look at chromosomes — the parts of our DNA
that control many things about us. The colour red is carried only by

the X chromosome. Women have two X chiromosomes, and so they are
morelikely to be able to see red. Men only have one X chromosome.
How we see colour depends on the ability to see red, blue, and green,
50 women are more likely to see ¢olours better, Being able to see
colours well was important in prehistoric times when women looked for
fruit for food. They had to be able to tell the difference between the
types of fruit on the trees so that they didn't choose a type that was
poiSoRoLE. For them, seeing different colours meant they could survive.
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Most men have a natural ability to read maps while women
usually need to turn them round. How come?

Science says: Men are able to see the size and position of things

much quicker than women. This ability is called ‘spatial awareness’
Researchers discovered in @ study of four-vear-old children that only
one girl has this ability for every four boys. Once again, the explanation
can be found in the past. Do you remember those prehistoric women?
Well, while they were looking for fruit, the men travelled long distances
to hunt animals. When they had caught enough, they had to find their
way home again. And this is where they learnt ‘spatial awareness” The
women didn't need it because they hardly ever went out cf sight of their
homes, but far the men, it was vital
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Humans are social animals, so why is it that men don't like
sharing their problems while women tell their best friends
everything?

Science says: The answer is in the brain. The parts TESPONSIBIETor
language are 17% larger in a woman's brain than in a man'’s brain. Also,
women use both the left and the right side of the brain to use language,
while men use only one side — their strongest side. And there’s more.
The part of the brain that connects the two parts together — the corpus
callosum - is larger in women too, which means that they can move
information from one part to the orher part more quickly Nobody

is sure why these differences exist, but it's clear that women have a

definite advantagé over men when it comes to communication.

Read the article again, Choose the right answers.

1 Men can find it difficult to perceive...
a three colours.

@ one colour.

¢ any colours.
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Seeing colours well helped prehistoric women...
a find interesting things to eat.
b cook food correctly.
¢ choose the right fruir.
3 The results of the study showed that. ..
a four-year-olds don’t have sparial awareness.
b boys learn spatial awareness before girls.
¢ girls don’t have spatial awareness.
4 Women didn't need spatial awareness in
prehistoric times because. ..
a the men were always with them.
b they never left home.
¢ they didn't travel far from home.
5 Men are worse at communicating because. ..
a partof their brains are smaller.
b rtheir brains are 17% smaller.
¢ their brains are larger.
6 The function of the corpus callosum in the
brainis...
a tocommunicate between both sides.
b tostore different languages.
¢ o control the language process.

Look at the highlighted words and phrases.
What do you think they mean? Use your
dictionary to look up their meaning and
pronunciation.

Complete the sentences with one of the
highlighted words or phrases.
I It'sa__definite _ advantage tohave good
exam results if you want to go to university.
2 Don’teat those mushrooms you found
outside! They could be
3 Wha's
making this mess?
4 She’s e
to accept if you invite her partner as well.
5 Iralian people =

: for
being great cooks,
6 It's I finish the report
betore the end of the day.
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