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&@) Read about 8§ British and Irish legends and find out

which 3 paragraphs belong to each one of them. Drag and drop the
corresponding to the paragraphs in the following grid.
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LEPRECHAUN

BOADICEA

TINTAGEL CASTLE

SAINT KEVIN OF GLENDALOUGH

letters

She ruled the lceni tribe together with her husband, king Prasutagus. She was an
impressive woman: tall, with a strong voice, a fierce look and long red hair down
to her hips. Prasutagus tried to make a deal with the Romans: he named both his
daughters and the Roman Emperor Nero heirs of his kingdom and his wealth. In
this way he hoped the Romans would always be kind to his family if he died.

He slept in a cave on the hill, which was only 1-metre high, wore animal skins for
clothing and swam in the lake both in the summer and in the winter. Some
people say this is why he grew as old as 120. He liked animals very much but
wasn't very friendly with human beings. All the same, people often went to visit
him. Once a woman claimed she was in love with him and he threw her off into
the lake, where she drowned.

She fought her last battle in the Midlands of England in AD61. She and her
daughters drove around in a chariot asking the tribes to be brave. And brave they
were, but the Romans were too many and the Britons died in thousands. Boadicea
took poison before the Romans could take her alive. On the Thames
embankment, next to the Houses of Parliament in London you can see the statue
of a chariot with Boadicea and her daughters: their bravery will never be
forgotten!

They are fairies belonging to the World of the Tuatha Dé Danann (Irish
mythological creatures). They are shoemakers and you will not find a female one.
They like dancing the Irish jig so much that their shoes need mending every day.
They look old and small and are often a little tipsy, because the brew liquor at
home. They usually appear dressed in green and wearing a hat, but originally they
had a red coat.

It was King Arthur’s birthplace. The ruins of this impressive castle overlooking
the sea can be visited in Cornwall. His parents were Uther Pendragon and Lady
lgraine. But Uther Pendragon died, and King Arthur was brought up by Merlin,
the wizard.
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Legend says they are also the guardians of an ancient treasure from the wars with
the Danes, which Leprechauns buried in pots at the end of the rainbow. They
think humans are foolish and greedy. If you ever catch a Leprechaun, it will
promise you great wealth if you set it free, but it is unlikely that the Leprechaun
will keep its promise.

Many legends speak about his connection with nature and animals. One says a
white cow came to his parents’ house morning and evening with milk for him.
Another one says he once dropped his prayer book into the lake and an otter
hrnught it back to him. On another occasion, while he was praying with his arms
outstretched, a bird built a nest on his palm and laid an egg in it. Clearly, he had
more patience with animals than with fellow creatures.

One of them, sir Galahad, had a vision of the Holy Grail (the cup Jesus Christ used
in the Last Supper) and he knew they had to start a quest for the sacred object. All
the knights joined the quest at the beginning, but only three persevered: Galahad,
Percival and Bors. Some legends say they found it, and Galahad, the Perfect
Knight, went up to heaven with the angels. So he never truly died. Legend has it
that if you drink from the Holy Grail you will be granted eternal life.

Merlin always knew the little boy was destined to be a great man: the king of
England. This happened when Arthur managed to remove Excalibur from a stone
with only one hand. Excalibur was a magic sword and it helped Arthur on many
occasions. King Arthur and his knights of the Round Table became legendary.

Saint Kevin was born at the end of the sth century. He is the founder of
Glendalough (Ireland) or Glen (valley) of two Lakes, one of the most important
sites of monastic ruins in Ireland. He was the son of a noble family but he chose
to lead the life of a hermit.

Sometimes they offer you a coin that disappears or goes back into their own bag.
In some stories they are somewhat mischievous, in others they can appear
harmless. Whatever the case, they are very popular among children and adults.

But when he died, things did not go as he had planned. The Roman Governor and
his soldiers flogged Boadicea in public and her daughters were raped. Boadicea
allied with other tribes and revolted against the Romans. They defeated the
Romans in Camulodunum (Colchester) and Londinium (London) but victory did
not last for long.
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LOCH NESS MONSTER

STONEHENGE

APPRENTICE PILLAR

LADY OF THE LAKE

They also found indications of burial ceremonies, but the place was probably
reserved to important people only. A centre for religious rituals? An astronomy
observatory? The mystery is still unsolved, but you are sure to experience its
magic if you visit it.

But if you visit one of the largest and most beautiful lakes in the UK and pay a
visit to Urquhart castle perhaps you can spot Nessie for yourself.

Niviene kept the magic sword, Excalibur, in the lake where she lived near the
mythical island of Avalon. She was Lancelot's mother. That's why he was often
called Lancelot du Lac. Lancelot was one of king Arthur’s knights. She told her

son what it meant to be a knight.

The purpose of Stonehenge is not known yet, but they say it was used as an
observatory to predict the seasons. In the summer solstice the light at sunrise and
at sunset is aligned with the axis of the monument. Therefore, experts think
people who built it had some knowledge of astronomy.

Today, the wounded head of an apprentice and a master mason can be seen
facing the Apprentice Pillar in Rosslyn Chapel, Scotland.

She said a knight should have two hearts, a hard one, to oppose your cruel
enemies, and a soft and flexible one, to be compassionate when it was needed.
She said the sword was the most honourable of weapons. Both Lancelot and
Arthur used the magic sword but they took it back to Niviene when they thought
1t was time.

Robert Kenneth Wilson took a world-famous photo of the monster, but specialists
proved it was a fake. In the 1960’s they explored the lake with submarines and
could find no trace of a water creature, although about 20 people a year kept
saying they had seen one.

A very similar legend about the murder of an apprentice can be heard in The
Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. The master mason at Rosslyn Chapel had to
carve a pillar of considerable difficulty, and before he set himself to the task, he
decided to undertake a trip to Europe and ask for advice.
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Merlin fell in love with Niviene but she did not feel the same for him. However,
she still persuaded Merlin to share some of his magic secrets with her.

In the meantime, his apprentice had a dream in which the pillar was perf'ectly
finished, and he thought he could do it himself. When the master mason came
back and saw what a wonderful piece of work his apprentice had carried out, he
was mad with jealousy so, full of rage, he took his mallet and killed the young
man.

Some say a long-necked enormous water creature inhabits the depths of Loch
(lake) Ness in Scotland. It has got one or more humps on her back and a tail.
People claim the creature was first seen in the 6th century when she came to the
surface and ate a servant. Then St Columba performed a miracle and made her go
back to the bottom of the lake. Other people believe in the water Kelpies and the
Each-Usige (water horse), a water spirit in Scottish folklore.

It is a cromlech, a megalithic monument probably built at the beginning of the
Bronze Age and situated near Amesbury and Salisbury. Several concentric circles
of stones enclose one big stone in the middle known as the Altar.




