mREADING
THE AGE OF SELFIES

Most of us take selfies now and then. Presidents, rock [ ;

to take selfies on a smartphone. But the selfie isn't really
anew idea. Back in 1839, a man named Robert Cornelius
took the very first selfie. Cornelius was a photographer
from Philadelphia, in the U.S. He took the picture of
himself by setting up his camera and then running to
stand in front of if. On the back of the picture, Comelius
wrote: “The first light picture ever taken. 1839.”

Why do people want to take pictures of themselves?
Psychologists say that it's a way of understanding who we
are. It's also a way of controlling how other people see us.
When we take selfies, we can choose the flattering ones ~
the ones that make us look really good — and share them
with our friends on social media or over text. Some people
take their selfies very seriously. There are even apps people
can use to make their faces look “perfect.”

A Match the descriptions with the pictures. Write the letter.

This picture is out of this world! An old idea meets the twenty-first century.
My life in fashion. The real me or the "perfect” me?

B Read the blog. Match each question with the correct answer.

1. What is Poppy Dinsey famous for? a. at the International Space Station
2. Where did Aki Hoshide take a selfie? _ b. astronaut

3. Who says selfies are a way of understanding ourselves? c. on social media

4. Who took the first selfie? d. psychologists

5. Where do many people post selfies? e. a fashion blog

6. What is Hoshide's job? f. a man from Philadelphia

C PAIR WORK What do you think of selfies? When and where do you

take selfies? What's the main reason you take selfies? BL'VEWO RKS H E ETS



