The Popocatepeti

Epic romantic stories can be 0. found in every culture and are told in
every language. The story of Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl is the Aztec
Romeo and Juliet - denied their love while they were living but destined to
spend eternity together. Now, as two volcances that set the backdrop
for Mexico City, Izta and Popo, as they are | ____ called, are a symbol
of love everlasting.

During the reign of the Aztecs in the Vdlley of Mexico, a harsh and
2 tribute system was imposed on the surrounding provinces and
towns. It was one of the things that would lead tothe 3__________ of the
Aztec Empire, but at the time was a great source of wedlth and labour
for the capital city Tenochtitian.

Thelocadl. ________ of the Tlaxcadla people, who wereonceas 5. _______
as the Aztecs but lost some of their influence through several shrewd
dedls made by them, were fed up with the harsh tribute system. The local
chieftain decided he would go to war against the Aztecs.

This chieftain had a beautiful daughter, Princess Iztaccihuatl, who had
Nk in love with one of the tribe's great warriors, Popocatepetl.
When Popocatepetl asked her father for her hand in marriage he
offered it L as long as Popocatepetl came back victoriously
from the war.

While Popocatepetl was away at war, one of Iztaccihuatl's jealous suitors,
Citlaitepeti, told her that Popocatepetl had died in battle. Grief-siriken, the
lovely Iztaccihuati cried until her heart stopped and she died. Upon return
from battle, finding his beloved dead, Popocatepetl was 8.______________
and wandered the sireets day and night mourning her.

B reemm— the warrior Popocatepetl decided he would build Itza a
massive fomb and lay her body atop it as an homage to her. He built her
an enormous fomb and carried her body to the top, he then knelt beside
her with a smoking torch to watch over her. Centuries passed and they
were covered with snow and earth until they became the volcanoes they
are today, with ltza the shape of a reclining woman and Popo, a kneeling
man.

It is said that the still active volcano, Popocatepeti, erupts 0.
because his pain sfil burns deep within his heart. The jedlous lover,
Citlaltepetl, became what is now the Pico de Orizaba, a distant volcano
forced to witness the everlasting love of Iztaccihuatl and Popocatepetl
for efernity.
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