Going Digital: The.Euture of College Xexthooks?
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The average collegs student in America spent an estimated seven
textbooks last year. The National Association of Cellege Stores reported more than five billien
dollars in sales of textbooks and course materials.

Association spokesman Charles Schmidt says electronic textbooks now represent iust two.to change
three percent of ................... But he says that is expected to reach ten to fifteen percent by twe
thousand twelvs. interactive

Online yersions are npw available for many of the mest popular collegs texthooks. E- m""ﬁundred
can cost half the ... . of a new grint textbook, But students usually lose access after

the eng oftﬂsm And ths.h,ase&;smna; be placed gn more than gne device, so they are
DOL - - o T Share. classes

So what do studgnts think of e-textbooks? Administraters at Nerthwest Missouri State games
Uniyersity. wanted to find qut. Earlier this vear they tested them with five hundred students in

better
The university is unusual. It not only arovides lantop computers to all seven thousang of its full-

time ... It daes not reguire students to buy their textbaoks either. They rent them to SAIES
SAVE ..o LS 5C000] 2ims to sgve even more by meoving to e-textbooks. d
students

The students in the survey reported that downleading the bogks fram the Internet was sasy.
They liksd she idea of carrying lighisr ... Andl fifty3ix pereent said they wers 2siter price
able to find infermation.

rental

percent felt they read more when they were reading on papsr. In all, almest half the students
said they st liked physical textbaoks -.. R OE)

But the survey found that cost could be a big influsnce. Fifty-five percent said they would  easy
sheose e-textbooks if using them meant their texthock '

Roger Von Holzen heads the Center for information Techoologyin Educationat Northust. Y
Missouri State, He mm%mmm are mmme texthagks now it
available because the maigrity are ngt - p

He mﬁmmcoﬂe when more digital begks include video,
and giher ways to| mmmm The technelogy is
improving. But far now, mest of the books are just words ona

And that's the VOA Special English Education Repart., wiritisn by Nancy Steinbach. What do you
think of e-textbooks? Share your thoughis at voaspecialenglish.com, where you can alsp find
Qur reperts. Lm Steve Ember.




