PASSAGE 1

It has always been a mystery how the bridge was built. Despite its pioneering
technology, no eye-witness accounts are known which describe the iron bridge
being erected - and certainly no plans have survived. However, recent discoveries,
research and experiments have shed new light on exactly how it was built,
challenging the assumptions of recent decades. In 1997 a small watercolour
sketch by Elias Martin came to light in the Swedish capital, Stockholm. Although
there is a wealth of early views of the bridge by numerous artists, this is the only
one which actually shows it under construction.

Up until recently it had been assumed that the bridge had been built from both
banks, with the inner supports tilted across the river. This would have allowed
river traffic to continue unimpeded during construction. But the picture clearly
shows sections of the bridge being raised from a barge in the river. It contradicted
everything historians had assumed about the bridge, and it was even considered
that the picture could have been a fake as no other had come to light. So in2001 a
half-scale model of the bridge was built, in order to see if it could have been
constructed in the way depicted in the watercolor. Meanwhile, a detailed
archaeological, historical and photographic survey was done by the Iron bridge
Gorge Museum Trust, along with a 3DCAD (computer-aided-design) model by
English Heritage.

TRUE

FALSE

NOT GIVEN

32. There is no written evidence of how the original bridge was constructed.
33. The painting by Elias Martin is the only one of the bridge when it was new.
34. The painting shows that the bridge was constructed from the two banks.

35. The original bridge and the model took equally long to construct.
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PASSAGE 2

We spend a large part of our daily life talking with other people and,
consequently, we are very accustomed to the art of conversing. But why do we
feel comfortable in conversations that have flow, hut get nervous and distressed
when a conversation is interrupted by unexpected silences? To answer this
question we will first look at some of the effects of conversational flow. Then we
will explain how flow can serve different social needs.

The positive consequences of conversational flow show some similarities with the
effects of processing fluency.” Research has shown that processing fluency - the
ease with which people process information - influences peoples judgments
across a broad range of social dimensions. For instance, people feel that when
something is easily processed, it is more true or accurate. Moreover, they have
more confidence in their judgments regarding information that came to them
fluently, and they like things that are easy to process more than things that are
difficult to process. Research indicates that a speaker is judged to be more
knowledgeable when they answer questions instantly: responding with disfluent
speech markers such as ‘uh’ or ‘'um’ or simply remaining silent for a moment too
long can destroy that positive image.

YES
NO
NOT GIVEN

27. Conversation occupies much of our time.
28. People assess information according to how readily they can understand it.

29. A quick response to a question is thought to show a lack of knowledge.
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PASSAGE 3

As researchers on aging noted recently, no treatment on the market today has
been proved to slow human aging - the build-up of molecular and cellular damage
that increases vulnerability to infirmity as we grow older. But one intervention,
consumption of a low-calorie* yet nutritionally balanced diet, works incredibly
well in a broad range of animals, increasing longevity and prolonging good health.
Those findings suggest that caloric restriction could delay aging and increase
longevity in humans, too.

Unfortunately, for maximum benefit, people would probably have to reduce their
caloric intake by roughly thirty per cent, equivalent to dropping from 2,500
calories a day to 1, 750. Few mortals could stick to chat harsh a regimen,
especially for years on end. But what if someone could create a pill that mimicked
the physiological effects of eating less without actually forcing people to eat less?
Could such a 'caloric-restriction mimetic', as we call it, enable people to stay
healthy longer, postponing age-related disorders (such as diabetes,
arteriosclerosis, heart disease and cancer) until very lace in life? Scientists first
posed this question in the mid-1990s, after researchers came upon a chemical
agent that in rodents seemed to reproduce many of caloric restriction's benefits.
No compound that would safely achieve the same feat in people has been found
yet, but the search has been informative and has fanned hope that caloric-
restriction (CR) mimetics can indeed be developed eventually.

YES if the statement t agrees with the claims of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

28. Studies show drugs available today can delay the process of growing old.

29. There is scientific evidence that eating fewer calories may extend human life.

30. Not many people are likely to find a caloric-restricted diet attractive.

31. Diet-related diseases are common in older people.
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PASSAGE 4

More than two hundred years ago, Russian explorers and fur hunters landed on the
Aleutian Islands, a volcanic archipelago in the North Pacific, and learned of a land mass
that lay farther to the north. The islands' native inhabitants called this land mass
Aleyska. the 'Great Land'; today, we know it as Alaska.

The forty-ninth state to join the United States of America (in 1959), Alaska is fully one-
fifth the size of the mainland 48 - states combined. It shares, with Canada, the second,
longest river system in North America and has over half the coastline of the United
States. The rivers feed into the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska - cold, nutrient-rich waters
which support tens of millions of seabirds, and over 400 species of fish, shellfish,
crustaceans, and mollusks. Taking advantage of this rich bounty, Alaska's commercial

fisheries have developed into some of the largest in the world.

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), Alaska's commercial
fisheries landed hundreds of thousands of tonnes of shellfish and herring, and well over
a million tones of ground fish (cod, sole, perch and pollock) in 2000. The true cultural
heart and soul of Alaska's fisheries, however, is salmon. 'Salmon,' notes writer Susan
Ewing in The Great Alaska Nature Fact book, pump through Alaska like blood through a
heart, bringing rhythmic, circulating nourishment to land, animals and people.' The
'predictable abundance of salmon allowed some native cultures to flourish,' and 'dying
spankers" feed bears, eagles, other animals, and ultimately the soil itself'. All five
species of Pacific salmon - chinook, or king; chum, or dog; Coho, or silver; sockeye, or
red; and pink, or humpback - spawn in Alaskan waters, and 90% of all Pacific salmon
commercially caught in North America arc produced there. Indeed, if Alaska was an
independent nation, it would be the largest producer of wild salmon in the world.
During 2000, commercial catches of Pacific salmon in Alaska exceeded 320,000 tonnes,
with an ex-vessel value of over 5US260 million.

Catches have not always been so healthy. Between 1940 and 19589, over fishing led to
crashes in salmon populations so severe that in 1953 Alaska was declared a federal
disaster area. With the onset of statehood, however, the State of Alaska took over
management of its own fisheries, guided by a state constitution which mandates that
Alaska's natural resources be managed on a sustainable basis. At that time, statewide
harvests totaled around 25 million salmon. Over the next few- decades average catches
steadily increased as a result of this policy of sustainable management, until, during the
1990s, annual harvests were well in excess of 100 million, and on several occasions over
200 million fish.
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TRUE if the statement agrees with the information

FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

14. The inhabitants of the Aleutian islands renamed their islands Aleyska.
15. Alaska's fisheries are owned by some of the world's largest companies.
16. Life in Alaska is dependent on salmon.

17. Ninety per cent of all Pacific salmon caught are sockeye or pink salmon.

18. More than 320,000 tonnes of salmon were caught in Alaska in 2000.

19. Between 1940 and 1959, there was a sharp decrease in Alaska's salmon
population.

20. During the 1990s, the average number of salmon caught each year was 100
million.
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PASSAGE 5

FOR a few weeks in January 1912, Antarctica was full of explorers. Norwegian Roald
Amundsen had reached the South Pole on 14 December and was speeding back to the
coast. On 17 January, Robert Scott and the men of the British Antarctic expedition had
arrived at the pole to find they had been beaten to it. Just then, a third man arrived;
Japanese explorer Nobu Shirase. However, his part in one of the greatest adventure
stories of the 20th century is hardly known outside his own country, even by fellow
explorers. Yet as Scott was nearing the pole and with the rest of the world still unaware
of Amundsen's triumph. Shirase and his team sailed into Antarctica's Bay of Whales in
the smallest ship ever to try its luck in these dangerous waters.

Since boyhood Shirase had dreamed of becoming a polar explorer. Like Amundsen, he
initially set his sights on the North Pole. But after the American Robert Peary claimed to
have reached it; in 1909, both men hastily altered them plans. Instead they would aim
for the last big prize: the South Pole. In January 1910, Shirase put his plans before
Japanese government officials, promising to raise the flag at the South Pole within three
years. For many of them, the question wasn't could he do it but why would it be worth
doing? 15 years earlier the International Geographical Congress had said that as the last
unknown continent the Antarctic offered the chance to add to knowledge in almost
every branch of science. So, like the British, Shirase presented his expedition as a search
for knowledge: he would bring back fossils, make meteorological measurements and
explore unknown parts of the continent.

The response from the government was cool, however, and Shirase struggled to raise
funds. Fortunately, a few months later, Japan's former prime minister Shigenobu Okuma
came to Shirase’s rescue. With Okuma’s backing. Shirase got together just enough
money to buy and equip a small ship. He eventually acquired a scientist, too, called
Terutaro Takeda. At the end of November 1910, his ship the Kainan Maru finally left
Tokyo with 27 men and 28 Siberian dogs on board. Before leaving, Shirase confidently
outlined his plans to the media. He would sail to New Zealand, then reach Antarctica in
February, during the southern summer, and then proceed to the pole the following
spring. This was not to be, however. Bad weather delayed the expedition and they
didn't reach New Zealand until 8 February; Amundsen and Scott had already been in
Antarctica for a month, preparing for winter.
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TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1. Shirase's trip to the South Pole is well-known to other explorers.
2. Since Shirase arrived in Antarctica, smaller ships have also made the journey.
3. Shirase's original ambition was to travel to the North Pole.

4. Some Japanese officials thought Shirase's intention to travel to the South Pole
was pointless.

5. The British team announced their decision to carry out scientific research in
Antarctica before Shirase.

6. Shirase found it easy to raise the money he needed for his trip to the South
Pole.

7. A previous prime minister of Japan persuaded a scientist to go with Shirase.
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