COULD / BE ABLE TO

1. Instructions: match the sentences with their functions.
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2. Instructions: complete the sentences with “could”/”was able to” /”were
able to”.

© The fire destroyed the building, but fortunately everybody escape.

# When Tom was little, he run faster than anybody.

€ Ferrer played very well, but in the end Nadal beat him.

©) The police officer chased the pickpocket, but unfortunately he | escape.

© Muhammad Ali was a great boxer - he beat anybody!

3. Instructions: which sentences in exercise 2 refer to a particular situation in
the past, and which refer to a general ability?

1 specific situation general ability
2 specific situation general ability
3 specific situation general ability
4 specific situation general ability
5 specific situation general ability
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