ARTICLES
I. DEFINITON:
Articles are words that define a noun as specific or unspecific. Consider the following
examples:
- After the long day, the cup of tea tasted particularly good.
By using the article the, we’ve shown that it was one specific day that was long and one specific
cup of tea that tasted good.
- After a long day, a cup of tea tastes particularly good.
By using the article a, we’ve created a general statement, implying that any cup of tea would taste
good after any long day.
II. TYPES OF ARTICLES:
English has two types of articles: definite and indefinite. Let’s discuss them now in more
detail.
1. The Definite Article: The
The definite article is the word the. It limits the meaning of a noun to one particular thing. For
example, your friend might ask, “Are you going to the party this weekend?” The definite article
tells you that your friend is referring to a specific party that both of you know about. The definite
article can be used with singular, plural, or uncountable nouns. Below are some examples of the
definite article the used in context:
- Please give me the hammer.
- Please give me the red hammer; the blue one is too small.
- Please give me the nail.
- Please give me the large nail; it’s the only one strong enough to hold this painting.
- Please give me the hammer and the nail.

a. THE dwgc dung trwdée:

- Nhirng vat duy nhat. Ex: the sun, the moon, the world, the
president, the king, the earth, the wind...

- Cac danh tir duge xac nhan boi cum tinh tur - The house with green fence is hers.

hodic ménh dé tinh tir. - The man that we met has just come.

- Cac danh tir duge xac dinh qua ngir canh Ex: Finally, the writer killed himself.

hodc dugc dé cap truoc do. - I have a book and an eraser. The book is now
on the table.

- Céc danh tir chi sy giai tri. Ex: the theater, the concert, the church, the
radio, the cinema

- Trudc tén cac tau thuyén, may bay. Ex: The Titanic was a great ship.

- Céc song, bién, dai duong, day nui, quén dao, | Ex: the Mekong River, the East Sea, the

kénh dao, sa mac Pacific Ocean, the Himalayas, The Sahare

- Mot nhém cac dao hodc qudc gia. Ex: the Philippines, the United States.

- Tinh tir ding nhur danh tir tap hop, chi mot Ex: You should help the poor.

nhém ngudi co cung dic diém, pham chat

- Trong so sanh nhat. Ex: Nam is the cleverest in his class.

- Tén nguoi ¢ s6 nhiéu (chi gia dinh) Ex: The Blacks, The Blues, the Nams

- Cac danh tir dai dién cho 1 loai. Ex: The cat is a lovely home pet.

- Céc trang tir chi thoi gian, noi chon. Ex: in the morning, in the street, in the
water.....

- SO thir tu. Ex: the first, the second, the third....
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- Chudi thoi gian hoac khong gian.

| Ex: the next, the following, the last...

b. THE khéng dung dugc:

- Trude cac danh tir s6 nhiéu noi chung.

Ex: They build houses near the hall.

- Danh tir triru tuogng, khong dém duogc.

Ex: Independence is a happy thing.

- Cac danh tir chi mau sac.

Ex: Red and white make pink.

- Cac mon hoc.

Ex: Math 1s her worst subject.

- Cac vat liéu, kim loai.

Ex: Steel 1s made from iron.

- Cac tén nudc, chau luc, thanh phé.

Ex: Ha Noi is the capital of Vietnam.

- Céc chirc danh, tén nguoi.

Ex: President Bill Clinton, Ba, Nga.

- Cac btra an, mon an, thire an.

Ex: We have rice and fish for dinner.

- Céac tro choi, thé thao.

Ex: Football is a popular sport in Vietnam.

- Cac loai bénh tat.

Ex: Cold is a common disease.

- Ngon ngit, tiéng noi.

Ex: English 1s being used everywhere.

~Céc ky nghi, I2 hoi,

Ex: Tet, Christmas, Valentine...

- Cac mui dat (nho ra bién, ho, nii)

Ex: Cape Horn, Lake Than Tho, Mount Cam,
Mount Rushmore.....

*But: the Cape of Good Hope, the Great Lake,
the Mount of Olive......

2. The Indefinite Articles: A, An

* The indefinite article indicates that a noun refers to a general idea rather than a particular thing.
For example, you might ask your friend, “Should I bring a gift to the party?” Your friend will
understand that you are not asking about a specific type of gift or a specific item. “I am going to
bring an apple pie,” your friend tells you. Again, the indefinite article indicates that she is not
talking about a specific apple pie. Your friend probably doesn’t even have any pie yet. The
indefinite article only appears with singular nouns. Consider the following examples of indefinite

articles used in context:

- Please hand me a book; any book will do.

- Please hand me an autobiography; any autobiography will do.

- An dimg truge 1 danh tir dém dugc 5O it bat dau bang 1 nguyén am (u, e, o, a, i) hodc “h” cam.
- A dung trude danh tir dém dugc so it bat dau la 1 phu am.

a. A/ An dugce dung trudc:

- Danh tir dém dugc, so it.

Ex: a doctor, a bag, an animal, an hour.........
Ex: an aminal, an hour........

- Trong céc cau tric:

so + adj + a/an + noun

such + a/an + noun

as + adj + a/an + noun + as

How + adj + a/an + noun + verb!

Ex: She is so pretty a girl.
- It's such a beautiful picture.
- She is as pretty a girl as her sister.
- How beautiful a girl you are!

- Chi mot nguoi duge dé cap qua tén.

Ex: A Mrs. Blue sent you this letter.

- Trudc cac danh tir trong ngir dong vi.

Ex: Nguyen Du, a great poet, wrote that novel.

- Trong cac cum tir chi s6 lwong.

Ex: a pair, a couple, a lot of, a little, a few, a

2. A/ An khong dugc dung:

- ONE dugc sir dung thay A/An dé nhan manh. | Ex: There is a book on the table, but ene is not |
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enough.

- Truée danh tir khéng dém duge. Ex: Coffee is also a kind of drink.

- Trude cac danh tir dém dwoc sé nhiéu. Ex: Dogs are faithful animals.
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