Reading and Use of English

1 You are going to read an extract from a book in
which actor Ewan McGregor explains how he first
became interested in motorbikes. Before you read,
work in pairs. What do yvou think people most enjoy
about riding motorbikes?

2 Read the extract quickly to find out how Ewan
McGregor became Interested in motorbikes.

My first
bike

Film star, Fwan McGregor,
recently rode vound the world on

a motovbike. e talks about how
b first took up riding motorbikes.

My hiking beginnings can

be summed up in two wards:

teenage love, My first girlfriend

was small with short, mousy

blonde hair, and I was mad

10  about her. Our romance came to an abrupt end, however,
when she started going out with another guy in my
hometown, Crieff. He rode a 50cc road bike first and then
a 125. And whereas I had always walked my pirlfriend

-

N home, suddenly she was going back with this guy,
l 15 | was nearly sixteen by then and already heartbroken.
kS

Jhen ong day, on the way back from a shopping trip ta
Perth with my mum, we passed Buchan’s, the local bike
shop. Iu.rgcd my mother to stop the car. 1 got out, walked
up the short hill to the shop and pressed my nose to the
20  window. There was a light-blue 50cc bike on display right
| at the front of the shop. I didn't know what make it was,
or if' it was any good, Such trivialities were irrelevant
to me. All T knew was that [ could get it in three or four
menths' time when [ was sixteen and allowed to ride it.
25  Maybe I could even pet my girlfriend back.

I'd ridden my first bike when I'was about six. My Eali:lu
got hold of a tiny red Honda 50 Lq;a,qdwem" -
field that belanged o a family, fli&mi. T clambered
' shot off. T went all over the field: Ithmgﬁ_ .

o -
30  best thing. 1loved the smellof it, the spund ﬂf‘kﬁ ﬁc%mk :

of it, the rush of it, the hlgh—p]tcheé.att‘earmﬁg of‘thl
cugiue. Beat uf all, there was alamd Ryvo pa d ueat
10 L Jarge piles of sieaw wlillbuul daueite aul a hal

In Reading and Use of English Part 5, you:

read a text of 550-650 words

answer six questions about it by choosing A, B, C or D,
This part teats your a'bi-ity to understand main ideas ond
details, the writer's opinien and purpose and your ability
o work out what something means from the context.

between them. | knew that trom where the adults were
standing it looked as if there was no distance between
them. Just one large heap of straw. I thought I would have
a go. I came racing towards the adults, and shot right
through the gap in the straw, T was thrilled to hear the
adults scream and elated that it had frightened them. It
was my first time on a motorbike. It was exciting and T
wanted more.

So when 1 looked through Buchan’s window in Perth that
day, it suddenly all made scnse to me. It was what had to
happm. I can't remember whether it was to win back oy
ca-gitlfiicnd's heart o not, but morc than anything clsc it
sicaut thiat, iustead of laving t walk eves ywheie, T would
tide tuy ot bike w sclioul aod e pamces Gelds ot e
bovunm of Criell and when T went oue s, weekends.

1 started to fantasise about it, T spent all my waking

hours thinking about getting on and starting up the bike,
putting on the helmet and riding around Crieff.

1 couldn't sleep. Driven to desperation by my desire for a
bike, I made a series of promises to my mum: [ won't leave
town. I'll be very safe. I won't take any risks. I won't do
anything stupid. But, in fact I was making the promises
up — I never thought about Keeping them.

At the time that | was begging for a bike, I'd already had
an accident with a bike belonging to George Carson, the
school laboratory technician, When [ asked him it I could
borrow it, he agreed, not knowing that 1 didn't have a clue
how to ride it. The bike was in an alleyway up the side of
the school hall. I managed to start it and zoomed down

the alleyway until I erashed smack into a wall, bending
the wheel and magphlgrthe handlebars, Mr Carson came
out to find 'lwkﬁgmymd-m Thebill for the
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ead and ynderline the main idea in questions 1-6,
not in the options A-D.

21 doas Such trivialities’ refer 1o in ling 227

A ris mother's attitude to the bike

& the bike's size and colour

e bike's price

D the bike's quality and its manufacturer

2 Swan did not buy the bike straightaway because
A rz did not have enough money.

B nzwas too young to nde it.

L he was uncertain about its guality.

D hz had to ask his girlfriend first.

3 The adults were frightened the first time Ewan rode a
maotorbike because

A the bike was making 1oo much noise.

E rz disappeared from view.

€ they thought he was going to have an accident.

D he seemed too small for the bike.

What was Ewan's main reason for buying the
motorbike?

A |rwould be exciting to ride.

8 |2 would improve a friendship.

C Iz was good for his image.

D I was a useful means of transport.

In paragraph 5, Ewan’s desire for the bike meant he
A thought about nothing else.

8 spent more time with his mother.

C invented reasons for buying the bike.

D started behaving more carefully.

"

Cne result of Ewan's accident was that he
A wasinjured.

8 was punished.

C hadtogeta job.

D |ost interest in bikes.

questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B, C or D)
ich you think fits best according to the text.

5 Work in pairs.

Student A

You are a teenager. You want to buy a motorbike,
but you need your parents to lend you the money.
Think of reasons why you want a metorbike and
then try to persuade your father/mother to lend
you the money you need,

Student B

You are one of Student As perents. You don't
want him/her to buy a motorbike. Think of reasons
why he/she shouldn’t buy a motorbike and try to
persuade him/her not to do so.

Vocabulary

Phrasal verbs and expression

1 @ Match these phrasal verbs and expressions from
the extract (1-8) with their definitions (a-h).

a describe the important facts
or characteristics about

3 gethold of (line 27) something or someone

4 haveago b do what you said you would
(lines 36-37) do

5 take risks (line 54) ¢ say or write something which

1 take up (line 4]
2 sumup {line )

6 make up (lines 55-56) s not true

7 keep apromise d start doing a particular job or
(line 56) activity

8 not have & clue e be completely unable to
(line 60) guess, understand, or deal

with something

f try to do something

g do somathing even though
something bad might happen
because of it

h obtain something

61
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