10G BRIDGE TO SUCCESS COURSEBOOK: UNIT ONE: Culture and Traditions

1 Culture and traditions

L essons 3—4 Musical instruments of the UAE

® What Emirati instruments do you know the name of?
Can you play an instrument? Which one? If not, would

Reading strategy
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you like to leam?

Reading @1

1 Scan this article about musical instruments of the
UAE. Find the names of five musical instruments.

The future of traditional
musical instruments

1 A series of unigue musical Instruments are at the centre
of Emiratl culture. They are played at family celebrations
such as engagements and weddings, and holldays such
as National Day and Eld. Howewer, each year fewer people
are learning how to play traditional Instruments and the
Emirates are in danger of losing this Important part of
thelr culture.

2 The wonderful sound of the oud Is played across the Gulf.
It1s a pear-shaped Instrument that has eleven strings
and Is played lke a guitar. The oud player Mehad Harmad
Is famous for his tracitional Emirati songs. The tambura
Is one of the oldest musical Instrurnents in the Emirates.
It has five strings and Its base Is a wooden bowl that Is
covered with animal skin. It is a very large Instrument
and the tambura player [sn't able to hold It Ike an oud.
Usually, he plays while he [s sitting down. The rababa, on
the other hang, Is a much smaller Instrument which the
player Is able to pick up and hold. It has one string and Is
played with a bow.

3 Drums are a key sound In the music of the Emirates. The

large Al-Ras drum [s played durlng the famous Al Ayyalah
dance. The tabl Is a smaller drum that ihe player Is able

When you scan a text, don't try

to read every word. Let your eyes
move quickly across the page.
Scanning a text is useful if you want
to find key information quickly, such
as names or the number of things.

to hold under the arm or between the legs. Like the
tambura and rababa, the tabl Is an anclent Instrument
that connects the Emirati people with ther past, but will
It have a place In their future?

These Instruments were often featured In television
programmes during the 1970s and 1980s, and this
Inspired rany young peaple to learn to play one, But 4
these programmes don'texist now and there Is no
written record of this music. 5o how can we protect
Erniratl traditional music for future generations?

There are plans to create a college for traditional

music. If successiul the college would set up teaching
programmes acrass the UAE. The college would keep
records of music that features traditional Instruments from
across the different regions and students would be able 5
to leamn to play the Instruments. With a national college
like this, we might stop traditional musical Instruments
disappearing frorm Emirati culture for future generations.

Level One Questions

1. The reading is about musical instruments in:
b lias

a. Emirati Culture m
b. Indian Culture

¢. European Culture
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2. Alot of people in the U.A.E are learning to play the traditional musical instruments.

T/F

3. |If people don’t learn to play the traditional instruments, then a part of Emirati culture will be lost. T/F

4. Choose the correct answer. Emirati people usually play the traditional musical instruments:

a. on special occasions feoin Jlaulie
b. atwork
c. everyday
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5. You play the oud like a guitar. T/F

6. The tanbura is a small instrument. T/F

7. People play the Al Ras drum in the Al Ayyalah dance. T/F

8. The tabl drum is bigger than the Al Ras drum. T/F

9. Inthe future, there are going to be colleges where Emirati people can learn to play the traditional musical
instruments. T/F

Level Two Questions
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Read the article again. Answer the questions.

When are traditional instruments usually played?

Why are Emiratis in danger of losing traditional musical
instruments from their culture?

Which instrument is played like a guitar?

Which instrument is played with a bow?

How were young people inspired to learn to play instruments
in the 1970s and 80s?

Why do the Emirates need a college of traditional music?

Unit 1 Lessons 34

Reading strategy

Read the article again slowly
to try and understand it in
more detail. Look for key
words and check any wards
you don’t know.
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