READING

Complete the blog post with these words.

appeal daydream deliver genuinely
make-believe memorable realised spooky

head in
the clouds

The other afternoon, | was sitting by the window in class. My
mind floated away from the topic of history and it was a while
beforelt, . ... s my teacher was standing
nexf to me saying, ‘Stop looking out of the window and
concentratel’ | know that the middle of a history lesson isn't

the best place to 2 .. but it seems that
wedllstepintoa® o world from time
fo time. So why? What's the 4 and is
there any benefit? Well, as well as being enjoyable, it seems
that leffing your mind wander is ¥

good for you. It can help build creativity and may even
s . the solution fo a problem.
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nightmare Ihal wakes you up In the night, perhaps we should
dll spend a little more time with our head in the clouds.

Read the article about fanfiction quickly and answer
the questions.

1 Which of the four people have written fanfiction?
2 Which two people write for a living?

3 Wha has the most negative opinion of fanfiction?
4 What type of company does Nicole work for?

Read the article again, Match the questions (1-10) with
the people (A-D).
Which person ...
1 wasn’t immaediately popular with readers?

2 says that fanfiction can't be justified by the number of
readers?

uses fanfiction sites as a way of finding what readers like?
involves their fans in the writing process?

doesn't agree that fanfiction writers are inferior?
believes that a story belongs to a global audience?

points out that many fanfiction writers don‘t use their own
name?

8 had the same level of disappointment in a story as other
readers? .

hasn't Inst out financially because of fanfiction?

tried to remove access to fanfiction material based on their
work?
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Extend

Match the highlighted phrases in the sentences (1-8) with
the definitions (A-H).

1 We asked four people for their take on this growing form
of storytelling.
| set about writing my own ending.

Having their comments keeps me going.

I'was by no means an overnight success.

We keep a close eye on the main fanfiction sites.
We wanlt Lo see who are the up-and-coming writers,
Fanfiction is often seen as second best.

I've made a name for myself as a successful science
fiction writer.

observe carefully
likely Lo succeed
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become well known and popular

thought of as less good

opinion of

achievement didn’t come quickly or easily
helps me continue

H started
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Complete the online posts on a debate about fanfiction,
with the correct form of the highlighted phrases from Ex 4.
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fun for readers or unfair to original writers?

In fanfiction, also known as fanfic, writers borrow characters and concepts from books, films, and TV shows,
and write alternative storylines. We asked four peaple for their take on this growing form of storytelling.
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People are often curious about how | got started, but it was
really quite simple. | read the last chapter of a novel and |
hated the ending! Not only was it a bad ending to the story,
the characters seamed ta have Inst their ariginal persanality.
50 | set about writing my own ending, just for fun. It was
when | found that other fans were as dissatisfied as me with
the same book, that | decided to make my version available
online. It was an Instant hit, with some fans saying my work
was more credible and enjoyable. Now I'm a regular fanfic
writer with thousands of readers worldwide. Having their
comments helps me shape what happens next and keeps
me going. It's that ongoing interaction that distinguishes
fanfiction from other forms of writing.

| started oul of love for the characlers in my lfavourite

books. It wasn't because | thought | could do better than the
original author; | just wanted to see what would happen to
their characters in different situations. | was by no means
an overnight success, but over time my fan base grew. What
| didn't realise was that | was developing as a writer and
growing in confidence. Then a publisher gol in touch lo see if
| had any ideas for an original work. | did and I'm now in my
fifth year as a professional writer. Many professional writers
query the fairness of their work being copied. All | can say
is, my sales haven't suffered. And once a story is out in the
waorld, it's really owned by the readers, so | can’t control it.

FOR: My ! o fanfiction is that it's
pura escapism. The genra | like is hand fanfic, <o | gat to read
about the imaginary antics of my favourite group. It's been
said that it invades the bands’ privacy, but they have chosen to

2 in the music world, so why should they

complain? You could argue that fanfic?

people’s interest in the musicians .
And the writers wark just as hard as prolassmnal authors
It can take years 10 build up a lot of readers - no one Is an

o e, 00 these sites. In the world of fiction,

o

thare 5 somathmg for averynne If you don't like fanfic, don't read it!

Personally, fanfiction wouldn't be my reading of choice, but |
don’t have any moral problem with It. If It keeps pecople reading
and brings them enjoyment, so much the better. Professionally,
it isn't something we have as part of aur list, but we do keep a
close eye on the main fanfiction sites, just to see which genre
is most popular and who are the up-and-coming writers.
There's a surprising amount of talent out there. although some
professionals prefer not to admit it. Fanfiction Is often seen

as second best, as if the writers are just imitators of ‘real’
authors. | don't see it like that. They may not have invented the
characters, but the narratives are all their own work. The fans
also take the writing very seriously and give brutally honest
feedback. So fanfiction can be an excellent training ground.

Having made a name for mysell as a successful science liclion
writer, | was horrified when my characters started appearing
all over the online story site Wattpad. | contacted my publisher
to see if we could get all the stories related to my work taken
down. They can't take any action unless the writers receive

an income from their stories. Some say | should be flattered,
but my objection is aboul who owns the work. Writers need

to have professional respect for each other and not just take
what they want from another person’s creativity. Just because
fanfiction has a huge audience doesn't make it right. Most of
these writers remain anonymous on Wattpad, which seems to
indicate they're less than proud of what they do.

fanfiction

QAGAIHST. The reason that fanfic is
renssssssssssssssssssssmssassssssennes 18 DECAUSE it is] The stories

can never Oe as good as the ones written by the original

author, It was their idea in the first place. And to

i a career in writing only to have

someaone copy your work must be so annoying. Why should

professional writers have to 7

on the fanfiction cites to rhnrk hnw lhnlr |dnar. ara hmng
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storytellers to stand out is to be original. Use your own
ideas, not someone else's!
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