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Maps of the stals

Ever since the 1910s, when film-makers like Cecil B.
DeMille first set up shop in Hollywood. mapmakers,
the explorers of the city's social terrain, have been
compiling that only-in-Los Angeles fixture, maps
showing the locations of the fabulous homes of the
stars. Collectively, they form an unofficial version of
the Oscars, reflecting who's in and who's out in the film
world. ‘Each one looks different,’ says Linda Welton,
whose grandfather and mother pioneered these maps.
5 Former icons vanish from them, new
ones appear on them, and some of the truly greats are
permanent fixtures on them.

In 1933, noticing the steady stream of tourists
drifting westward to follow the stars from Hollywood
to Beverly Hills. the nearby district where most of the
stars went to live, Ms Welton’s grandfather, Wesley C
lLake, obtained a copyright for his Guide to Starland
Estaves and Mansions. 10 For 40 years
Ms Weitons mather, Vivienne E Welton, sold maps
Jjust down the road from Gary Cooper’s place at 200
Baroda®. The asterisk indicates that it was the actor’s
fimal home, as opposed to a plus sign (denoting a
flormer home) or a zero (for no viewfmmthestreet)_
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o find out where the stars lived.” Ms Welton recalls.
“Shed say- "Oh, thes s 2 beautiful garden. Who lives
here?” Who would suspect a little girl?”” Ms Welton angd
ver crew now sell about 10,000 maps a year from 3
ﬁ“!d&pihd curbside six days a week_
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Although it is not known for certain who put
the first map, by the mid-1920s all sorts of peo;
producing them. 1

One of the most famous of the ear ly maps w
Produced to show the location of Pickfair the
sprawling home of the newly married stars Mar,
Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks Sr, and the home
some of their star friends. During World W -a: h
::??d their home to serve retr-s-_-shme.'e:a ;. ol
With‘::r:::t:zlt;g::ce explained in an inter

el « 4 Map and cartography
Tagazine, "She urged a few fr; Wil
: nendas to do the same
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