B Other researchers have explored the development of
deception in children. Some of the most interesting
experiments have involved asking youngsters not to take
a peek at their favourite toys. During these studies, a child
is led into a laboratory and asked to face one of the walls.
The experimenter then explains that he is going to set up
an elaborate toy a few feet behind them. After setting up
the toy, the experimenter says that he has to leave the
laboratory, and asks the child not to turn around and peek
at the toy. The child is secretly filmed by hidden cameras
for a few minutes, and then the experimenter returns and
asks them whether they peeked. Almost all three-year-olds
do, and then half of them lie about it to the experimenter.
By the time the children have reached the age of five,
all of them peek and all of them lie. The results provide
compelling evidence that lying starts to emerge the
moment we learn to speak.
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