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Educational institutions throughout Thailand celebrate
an ancient custom -- “*Wai Khru” the ceremony of paying
respect to teachers - in June soon after the beginning of
the new academic year. Wai Khru is held on a Thursday because

Thursday’s star is the planet Jupiter. Astrologers believe that

Jupiter is the “teacher star” since it confers knowledge,

concentration and wisdom. Students believe that by paying

respect, they will receive merit and good luck in their studies

throughout the academic year.
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The Wai Khru ceremony begins with the school principal

lighting candles and incense sticks and paying homage to

the Buddha images. All the students then take a vow to be |oyal
to the Nation, the Religion and the King, to behave well, work
hard and obey the school rules. In return the school principal
gives a blessing to the students.
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As the ceremony continues, the captains of every class
present symbolic flowers to the teachers. These flowers have
special importance. The Khem flower means a needle, to make

the students sharpwitted --"as sharp as a needle!”.

The Makhua, or aubergine, symbolizes respect. The Ya Phraek,
a kind of grass, has two meanings. First, no matter how hard
you trample it or sit on it, this kind of grass will never prick you,
so it is considered respectful and humble. Students are
expected to show a similar attitude towards their teachers.
Second, Ya Phraek spreads very quickly across bare ground

symbolizing the growth of knowledge in a student.
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Also on Wai Khru Day, the students who have excelled in
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academic or extracurricular activities receive awards. This day

also helps to build good relationships between teachers and their

students, who may be strangers to one another at the beginning
of the academic year. After the ceremony, the students go back

to their classrooms as usual.
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institution (n.) - a large important organization that has a
particular purpose, for example, a
university or a bank (Fn1U)

Example: Naresuan university is an
education institution.

custom (n.) - an accepted way of behaving or of doing
things in a society or @ community
(puUS9IHLHeN) Example: Wai Khru is an

ancient Thai custom.

respect (n.) - good opinion; thinking well of someone
(ANASNTUD)
Example: The students pay respect to the
teachers.

academic (adj.) - about education, especially studying in

schools and universities (Lﬁﬂ?ﬁuﬁﬁﬁnﬁi)
Example: Students do academic work in
college.
astrologer (n.) - a person who uses astrology to tell people
about their character, about what might
happen to them in the future (WnlysFaes)
Example: Sritula is a good astrologer.
concentration (n.) - the ability to direct all of your effort and
attention to one thing, without thinking of
other things (ANussanasla)
Example: Sunee paints with great
concentration.
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wisdom (n.)

homage (n.)

vow (n.)

loyal (adj.)

obey (v.)

blessing (n.)

symboalic (adj.)

sharpwitted (ad).)

symbolize (v.)

trample (v.)

humble (ad).)

- the gquantity of being clever (Usyeyn)
Example: Socrates is a man of great
wisdom.

- something that is said or done to show
respect for somebody (N1SLERIAINHLATTN)
Example: | pay homage to the Buddha image.

- a formal and serious promise (A15Ujsane)
Example: | take a vow to behave well.

- remaining faithful to somebody and
supporting them (5nAnA)

Example: | will be loyal to the Nation.

- do what you are told or expected
(L%Eaﬁ@) Example: | obey the school rules.

- something that brings happiness
(An@78ws) Example: My mother gives a
blessing to me on the special day.

- containing symbaols, or being used as a
symbol (feniudydneal) Example: The
symbuolic figure of Thailand is Garuda.

- able to think and understand things very
quickly (1Rauuran)

Example: Suwit is a sharpwitted boy.

- be a symbol of something ({udanuel)
Example: Jasmine symbolizes the virtue.

- walk on something and push it down
(wflsu) Example: | trample the grass.

- not thinking too well of yourself and what
you can do (gansn) Example: He is humble.
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attitude (n.) - the way that you think and feel about
somebody or something (LanA6)
Example: She has a good attitude towards
English.

extracurricular (adj.)- not part of the usual course of work or
studies at a school or college (uaﬂwﬁﬂgﬂﬁ)
Example: She’s involved in many
extracurricular activities.

relationship (n.) - how people, things, or ideas are connected
to each other (AINNANWUS)
Example: There is a good relationship
between boss and employee.
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Example: Teaching is a job at which one will never be perfect.

There is always something more to learn about it.

(it refers to teaching)
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