1) Read the article and answer: Which
childhood sounds better?

only child?

Younger brother

THE YOUNGER BROTHER
NOVELIST TIM LOTT

R;:,:Iry between brothers is normal,

t there was a special reason for the
tension between us. I was very ill when

[ was born, and spent three months i
haspital with my mother, My brother
did not see her at all during that time, as
he went to stay with an aunt. When our
mother returned home, it was with a sick
newhorn baby who ook 21l the atrention.
No wonder he hated me falthough if' vou
ask Jeff, he will say that he didn't — we
remember things diffcrently).

My brother and 1 were completely
different. We shared the same bedroom,
bur he was tidy, and [ was really uncidy.
He was responsible. | was rebellious, He i<
was sensible. I was emotional, T haven's —

got any positive memories of our childhood wgether,

lhmgh there must hnvr heen g::.nri 'mnn'mnt.t.JrH!a_v; wic uscd to P|;1}'
Cowbays and Indians but 1 only remember him wying to suffocate me
under the bedeovers,

My relationship with Jeff has influcnced my attitude towards my own
four daughaers, IT the givls fight, T always think that the younger child
15 innacent, But the good news about brothers and sisters is thar when
they get older, they value each other more. JefT is now one of my best
friends, and I like and admire him greatly. For better or for worse, we
share a whole history. It is the lJongest relationship inomy like.

THE ONLY CHILD
JOURNALIST SARAH LEE

went to boarding school when T was seven, and the hardest thing T

found was making [riends. Because T was an only child, 1 just didn’
knew how to do it. The thing is that when vou're an only child you
spend a lot of your time with adults and you're often the only child in
a g.a.tlu'ri'ng of adults. Your parents go on Ii\'inp; more o less the way
they have always lived, only now you are there too,

I found being an only child interesting because it gave me

a view of the world of adults that children in a big family
might not get. And [ know it has, at least partly, made me
the kind of person | am = [ never ike heing one of a group,
for example. If' | have to be in a group, Twill always try to go
ol and do something on my own, or be with just one other
person — Dm not comlortable with being one of o gaug,

L—I& pm—rmn are divorced now and my moather lives in the US
and my father in the UK. | feel very responsible for them — |
feel responsible for their happiness, I'm the closest relative in
the world to each of them, and 1 am very aware of that

Adapted from a British riewspaper

2) Look at the highlighted words in the two

texts. Try to work out their meaning from
the context. Then match them with
definitions 1-12.

— __adjill
it’s no surprise that
nouti competition between
two people
noun the time when you were
achild
nout: a meeting of people,
e.g family
noun people who are fully
grown
adj knowing about or being
conscious of sth
nout a school where children
can live during the year
verb think thar sb or sth is
important
verb divided sth between two
or more people
verb try to hurt sb else

noun a group of friends

3) What does the writer mean in in the text “The

Younger Brother” by Tim Lott. Choose the
correct option.

A_ Inparagraph 1 the writer..

a) Explains the reasons why his brother doesn't
like him.

b) Gives advice about having a sick baby.

¢) Complains about his brother's reaction to him.

B_ In paragraph 2 the writer...

a) Remembers good memories.
b) Describes their opposite personalities.

c) Shares how he loved playing with Jeff.
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C_ Inparagraph 3 the writer... @ each other

When brothers and sisters get older they
value each other more.

Use each other to talk about an action
between two people or groups of people, e.g.
I don't get on very well with my dad - we don't
understand each other.

a) Believes Jeff is a bad influence for his
children.

b) Thinks his daughters don't get along.

c) Wants to show that he is grateful for having
an older brother.

2 O each other

4) Explui" what the writer means in the text "The Rewrite the sentences with each other.

o g 1 My brother's shouring ar my sister and she's shouting at him.,
nly Child Sarah Lee. ¢ P
Only Ry <ariah Li My brother and sister _ are shouting at cach other
2 »sn’t know Alex g S
PARAGRAPH 1: 2 Robdoesnt know Alex and Alex doesn’t know Rob.
Roband Alex

3 I'mnot speaking tomwy sister and she isn’t speaking to me.
My cister and [
PARAGRAPH 2: 4 Tdon't understand you and you don’t underscand me.
We
5 The coach respectsthe players and they respect him.
The coach and the plavers

PARAGRAPH 3:

5) Let's see if the quiz can guess if you're the
oldest, middle or youngest child in your
family.

https://www.buzzfeed.com/jeremyknox33/ar
e-you-the-oldest-middle-or-youngest-
7dhdkcst9c
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