TASK 5

answers on the separate answer sheet.

Read the text below. For questions (22-26) choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D). Write your

The Great Mammoth Hoax

According to most accounts, woolly mammoths
became extinct thousands of years ago. But in Octo-
ber, 1899 a story titled “The Killing of the Mammoth”
appeared in McClure's Magazine in which a narrator
named H. Tukeman described how he had recently
hunted down and killed what was possibly the last
surviving mammeoth in the Alaskan wilderness.

According to the tale, Tukeman was travelling
through Alaska in 1890. At Fort Yukon he met an old
Indian named "Joe”". He showed Joe some pictures
from a scrapbook, and one of the pictures happened
to be of an elephant. Seeing the picture, Joe became
excited and began to tell Tukeman of how he had
once seen a similar creature living in a nearby moun-
tain valley.

Tukeman determined to find the creature the old
Indian had described. He hired an Indian guide, and
together the two men travelled to the location de-
scribed by Joe. Sure enough, they found the creature
still there, bathing in a mountain river. The creature
was nothing less than a woolly mammoth: “There he
stood in a little clearing, the great beast that only one
other living man had seen, tearing up great masses
of lichenous moss and feeding as an elephant feeds.”

Working on the premise that the creature would
be attracted to smoke, the two men built a large
bonfire, and, as expected, the mammoth eventually
rushed over to inspect the blaze. When the animal

22. Which of the following is stated in the story
titled “The Killing of the Mammoth"?

The last wooly mammoth became extinct
thousands of years ago

The last wooly mammaoth was killed by the
Indian guide

e The last wooly mammaoth was saved by
Tukeman

Tukeman felt some guilt after killing the last

A

wooly mammoth
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was near, the two men shot it repeatedly from their
hiding place in the trees until it was dead.

As the mammoth was dying Tukeman admit-
ted feeling some guilt: “A feeling of pity and shame
crept over me as | watched the failing strength of this
mighty prehistoric monarch whom | had outwitted
and despoiled of a thousand years of harmless ex-
istence.” When the mammoth lay dead, the two men
carefully preserved its hide and bones by burying
them in the ground. Then they roastad and ate some
of the meat, finding it "not unpalatable, but terribly
tough.”

This tale as it appeared in McClure's Magazine
was pure fiction, and was labelled as such in the
magazine's table of contents. Nevertheless, huge
numbers of readers were fooled by the realistic tone
of the narrative and wrote both to the magazine and
to the Smithsonian expressing outrage that the last
mammoth had been shot. So many people wrote in
that the magazine had to publish a statement in a
subsequent issue explaining that "The Killing of the
Mammoth® had simply been a work of fiction. Their
statement read as follows:

“The Killing of the Mammoth® by H. Tukeman was
printed purely as fiction, with no idea of misleading
the public, and was entitled a story in our table of con-
tents. We doubt if any writer of realistic fiction ever
had a more general and convincing proof of success.”

23. Which of the following is not TRUE?

The magazine intended to mislead the ]
| public .
B | The story proved to be convincing ,
c | Many readers were deceived by the realistic \

A

tone of the story

“The The Killing of the Mammoth' was a |
work of fiction

Lo




24, How did the people feel after reading the
story “The Killing of the Mammoth"?

26. According to the passage:

The author outwitted the guide

The mammoth came up to look at the fire

The author found the meat of the
mammoth delicious |

ol O |w|>

The author was travelling in Alaska in 1980 '

x Many readers were curious about the fate
of the last wooly mammoth

B Many readers were furious because that
the last mammoth had been shot

C | No readers expressed outrage

| Many readers felt safe because the

D | last surviving mammoth in the Alaskan

wilderness had been hunted down and I-:il_l_eﬂd i

25, What does the word subsequent in
paragraph 6 mean?
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ensuing _

precediﬁg
anterior
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prior
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